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INCLUDE CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS 


Modern paganism is invading the Christian's Christmas as it is invading 
other realms of modern life. ‘“X'’ the unknown quantity, is made to 
stand for Christ and we have ‘‘Xmas,’’ which looks to many like ‘““$mas.” 


““God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son’’ 
is the very heart of Christmas 


Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas tonight! 
Christmas in lands of the fir tree and pine, 
Christmas in lands of the palm tree and vine, 
Christmas where snow peaks stand solemn and white, 
Christmas where cornfields lie sunny and bright, 
Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas tonight! 


For the Christ-child who comes is the Master of all, 
No palace too great and no cottage too small; 

The angels who welcome Him sing from the height, 
“In the city of David, a King in his might.” 
Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas tonight! 


Then let every heart keep its Christmas within, 
Christ’s pity for sorrow, Christ’s hatred for sin, 
Christ’s care for the weakest, Christ’s courage for right, 
Christ’s dread of the darkness, Christ’s love for the light, 


Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas tonight! 
—Phillips Brooks 
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Christmas 


C uggestions 


A Rare Treat is in Store for You 


mea 


When You Read This Biogra- 
phy of a Man with a Vision of 
Woman’s Special Work for Women 


Flicdner The Faithful 


By Abdel Ross Wentz 


ITH the equipment of genuine affection for every 
human soul and faith in God, Fliedner started 


the deaconess work in Kaiserswerth. From a 
mustard seed, the work grew into a_noble tree with its 
roots firmly planted and its branches sheltering the poor 
and needy of many lands. The biography of this humble, 
modest man is indeed the history of the deaconess work 
of his time. He was a thoroughly consecrated person- 
ality, with extraordinary capacity for work and unusual 
talent for organization and administration, and he was 
a character who believed in practical Christianity. 


“What he was is indicated by what he did”’ 


Whether you are young or old, read “What He Did.” 
The author has put biography and history in most attrac- 
tive form. Also, the book will be a useful reference book 
when you need information about the beginnings and 
main development of deaconess work, a great work of 
the Lutheran Church. 


Truly a book of inspiration. 
CLOTH—PRICE, 50 CENTS 
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A Lutheran Handbook 


By Amos John Traver 


PRICE, 50 CENTS 


Going To College 


By the Staff of the Board of Education 
of thes. iL 'CacA: 


PRICE, 50 CENTS 


New Testament Commentary 
Edited by Herbert C. Alleman 


PRICE, $3.00 


Send for our Holiday Catalog 


The United Lutheran Publication House 
1228-1234 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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$E,, Christmas , &48 


REATION staggered under the course of sin. The burden was increasing as the multitudes of 
people forgot God and sought the images made by the hands of man. The arts of man were 
flourishing and the truths of God were neglected. The faithful few hoped and looked for the 
redemption. In a quiet way known only to Himself, God planned a unique method of mani- 
festing His love to the world. When the fullness of time came, He sent His only Son to be 
born of a woman. The mind of man had never thought the goodness of God could be so won- 
derfully great. The Saviour of the world was born among the lowliest of the lowly, so that 
no one could say that Christ had not come for him. 


SERENE NN 
OQ 


UMBLY the simple shepherds came to the manger to see the strange things the angelic messen- 
gers had told them. In lowliness of heart they worshiped the cradled King. Then they went 
boldly forth to declare the wondrous event that had been first revealed unto them. 


ECEDED in the shadows of the stall, the blessed Mary looked on in amazement as the com- 
panies of people poured into so lowly an abode and paid homage to her Babe Who was yet so 
young and so small. The angel’s message was not half so great, The people had never been 
half so kind. Only on yesterday, there was no room for them in the Inn. 


m 


N heaven the entire story was known. The angels permitted earth to witness in a small way 
i the glorious festival that was being held in the realms above. The chorus of that angelic host 
began anew the story of God’s love for His lost humanity. The shepherds took up the spirit 

of God’s love and it has been passed on unto us. 


ILENCE reigned supreme in the presence of that new born King. Angelic guards invisibly 
stood watch over His crib. God had planned a better way for His creation to be restored. This 
Child would bear the message in its fullness. The faithful mother was rewarded for her devo- 
tion by the strangers from distant lands. God worked in mysterious ways but there was faith 
to bridge the gap. 


O have been present on that first Christmas morning would have been glorious. But to feel His 
presence in our hears and lives is much more glorious, The privilege of telling the whole mes- 
sage is one that is denied to angels. The opportunities of reaping the fullness of God’s re- 
vealed truth is given only to a few. You are among those whom God has especially favored. 
Have you caught the spirit and are you unloading it to a heartsick world? 


said the message He left was for all mankind. Can you sit idly by or center your celebration 
of the Christ Child’s birth in empty forms that are soon gone and forgotten? The Saviour is 
looking to see how His people are making use of His gift. It will be given to another if not 
sent to those who are crying for it, Christmas is essentially a missionary message. The good 
tidings are for all. 


HEART made giad by a gift though small, with a message of Christ’s redeeming love, will give 
more joy than the shepherds experienced on that first Christmas Morn. A life cheered by a 
word though unpolished will rival the wise men’s treasures. Therefore, let us ask: 


AVIOUR, Thou King of our hearts, make us mindful of Thy great love. Give us Thy blessing 
for this season so that we may do as Thou wouldst have us do and be what Thou wouldst 


have us be. 


i (Dy sic ie: as God’s love is to us, He is only partially known to most of the world. The angel 
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CHRISTMAS AT T’AI TUNG CHEN 

(By Dr. L. Grady Cooper) 

OST of the Luther Leaguers want to know more 
(D about the work of the China Mission in T’ai Tung 

Chen because they are raising $10,000 for a 
Church and Social Center at that place. This is their 
objective and some have already raised their quota. 
Others have raised half at the end of the first year and 
are confident they are going to raise the other half this 
year. Still others have raised a large amount towards 
their quota and promise to raise their full apportion- 
ment by the time it is due. 


Naturally at Christmas time our thoughts turn to 
our objective and we wonder how the Chinese Chris- 
tians celebrate Christmas over at T’ai Tung Chen. Of 
course, they celebrate Christmas before we do. While 
we are still sleeping, Christmas Day has come and soon 
will be past and when we awake on Christmas morning 
the people in China are preparing to go to bed. T’ai 
Tung Chen is just about half-way around the globe from 
Eastern America, being a suburb of Tsingtao, in the 
Shantung province. This is some 350 miles north of 
Shanghai on the coast of the Yellow Sea and the Kiao- 
chow Bay. 

Their present Church and plant are inadequate to 
accommodate the crowds who come to witness the 
Christmas exercises. This is a special occasion and a 
wonderful opportunity to present the Christian message 
to a select crowd of Chinese people in this city. Because 
of the lack of space, tickets are issued and presented to 
the ones who are eligible to come—the Christians, the 
families of the pupils and friends who are interested. 
One time, several years ago, at Tsimo, the gates of the 
Church compound had to be closed to keep out the crowd 
of curiosity-seekers at a Christmas program. Some of 
the crowd became unruly, threw things over the wall 
and even broke some windows. It was a case of mis- 
understanding. 

The Chinese have learned the western custom at 
Christmas time, of having a pine Christmas tree and 
decorating it and the Church very beautifully, even more 
fancifully than we do, They also give gifts, send many 
Christmas cards or present you with a red card with 
their name on it—red being the color used at all joyous 
occasions. 

The children have learned the Bible story of Christ- 
mas and some recite it, some pantomime it and some 
present it in the form of a pageant. The Chinese are 
born actors and they can present a play or pageant with- 
out a great deal of effort. Someone usually tells the 
meaning and significance of Christmas and sometimes a 
short play is made up and given by members of the 
school. Christmas songs are practiced and sung. 


Of course, there is not as much of the Christmas 
spirit among the Chinese as there is with us. It is new 
to most of them and not like it is to us who have 
grown up with the traditional Christmas-time spirit and 
longing for Christmas in childhood from one year to 
the next so that we could hardly wait for it to come 
around, But the Chinese are coming more and more to 
celebrate Christmas as God would have them do and, 
sad to say, some of the business people, who have com- 
mercialized Christmas to a large extent, are trying to 
commercialize it in China also. : 
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It would be quite interesting for a Luther Leaguer 
to witness a Christmas program in China, and you would 
be able to follow some of it, especially when you heard 
the singing. However, some of the Christmas themes are 
put to Chinese music also and some of their tunes are 
quite interesting. 

The school at T’ai Tung Chen also puts on Special 
Christmas Programs and the children in China are be- 
ginning to look forward to Christmas as much as the 
American children do. 

Most of the cities, especially the port cities and 
Tsingtao included, have the usual Christmas decorations 
in the store windows as do American and European 
cities. It is very nice, too, to go through the streets of a 
Chinese city about Christmas time and see them all 
decorated up to look attractive. 

The hope of China, as of all nations, is this Gift of 
God which came on Christmas Day. The heathen or 
non-Christian have no clear vision of a remedy for the 
present evil conditions of the world and of their sad 
state. Some are turning to Communism, hoping there 
they will find a way out. But some are turning to 
Christ as the only hope and are being blessed. Let us 
pray and work toward the end that all Chinese will 
know the significance of Christmas and let us Leaguers 
work hard to raise our quota so that the people of T’ai 
Tung Chen may have a fitting place to worship in and 
to learn more about Him. 


A BALLAD OF CHRISTMAS EVE 
“And there was no room for them in the inn” 


There was a gentle hostler 
(And blessed be his name!) 

He opened up the stable 

The night Our Lady came; 
Our Lady and Saint Joseph, 
He gave them food and bed, 
And Jesus Christ has given him 
A glory round his head. 


So let the gate swing open, 

However poor the yard, 

Lest weary people visit you 

And find their passage barred; 
Unlatch the door at midnight 

And let your lantern’s glow 

Shine out to guide the traveler’s feet 
To you across the snow. 


There was a courteous hostler 

(He is in Heaven tonight !) orey 
He held Our Lady’s bridle 

And, helped her to alight; 

He spread clean straw before her 
Whereon she might lie down, 

And Jesus Christ has given him 
An everlasting crown. 


Unlock the door this evening 
And let the gate swing wide; 
Let all who ask for shelter 
Come speedily inside. 

What if your yard be narrow? 
What if your house be small? 
There is a Guest whose coming 
Will glorify it all. 


There was a joyous hostler 

Who knelt on Christmas morn 
Beside the radiant manger 
Wherein his Lord was born; 
His heart was full of laughter, 
His soul was full of bliss, 

When Jesus, on His mother’s lap, 
Gave him His hand to kiss. 


Unbar your heart this evening 
And keep no stranger out; 

Take from your soul’s great portal 
The barrier of doubt. 

To humble folk and weary 

Give hearty welcoming; 

Your breast shall be tomorrow 
The cradle of a King. 


—Joyce Kiimer 
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THE FIRST CHRISTMAS TREE 
(By Dr. George Taylor Rygh) 
RADITION says that Martin Luther lighted the 
first Christmas tree. The story of its origin is 
as follows: 

On a beautiful starry Christmas eve Martin Luther 
rode on horseback through a dense pine and spruce 
forest on his way home, He was engrossed in thought 
about the marvelous events which occurred on the first 
Christmas night when Jesus Christ was born to be the 
Saviour of the world. Gratefully he lifted his eyes to 
heaven, and as he saw the glittering stars through the 
spruce branches, it seemed, to him that the stars were 
a symbol of God’s wonderful love shining down upon 
all mankind, a love which was glorified by the coming 
of the Saviour to earth. Luther hurried home, secured 
a little spruce tree and fastened small lights upon the 
branches in order to visualize what he had beheld in 
the forest. Thereupon, he carried the lighted tree into 
the living room, gathered the children around it, told 
them about his riding through the woods and explained 
to them the beautiful symbolism of the Christmas tree. 
He then requested the children every year to light a 


Christmas tree as a memorial of God’s great love for 
men. 


Another legend runs as follows: 

Many hundred years ago a zealous monk labored in 
Thuringia. He was determined to drive out everything 
connected with the old heathen Asa religion. One day 
he conducted the newly converted to a great forest. 
Deep in the forest stood a giant oak, consecrated to the 
Pagan gods. This sacred oak was associated with so 
many bloody ceremonies that the oak was called “The 
Bloody Oak.” St. Winfred pointed wrathfully to the 
old gods and swung his axe to cut down the tree. But 
at the very first stroke of the axe, a mighty hurricane 
crashed through the forest. Without touching the other 
trees, the storm twisted the cursed tree up by the roots 
and divided it in four parts. In the place of the oak, 
a young spruce sprang up. At the sight of this miracle, 
St. Winfred dropped the axe, fell upon his knees together 
with his new converts, and praised Almighty God for 
His divine assistance and wonderful gift. Pointing to 
the spruce tree, he said that in the future it should be 
their sacred tree. Its perennially green branches sym- 
bolized eternal life and its upturning twigs showed the 
manner in which all Christians should live, looking up 
to the Lord for help and grace. 


From ancient Provence the following legend is told: 

One Christmas Eve a lone knight was on his way 
to seek adventure, The road led) him to a dense fir and 
spruce forest. It was so dark and quiet in the woods 
that he had an uncanny feeling of loneliness. Suddenly 
he saw in front of him a row of bright lights. Greatly 
surprised, he believed at first that the light came from 
the huts of some woodsmen; but, as he rode nearer, he 
beheld before him a tall spruce, beautifully illuminated 
by numerous lights. The most peculiar thing, however, 
was that while one-half of the lights stood straight up 
and down upon the branches, the other half of the lights 
burned upside down. High above the tree he beheld 
the head of the Christ-Child, surrounded by a circlet of 
of glory. This mysterious phenomenon was explained in 
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the following manner: The lights represent the good 
people and the wicked people in the world and their at- 
titude to Christ. In this manner the spruce became a 
gift to men, and its lesson is that not only the tree, but 
all gifts attached to its branches are symbols of the 
good and perfect gifts which come down to us from the 
Father of lights. 


WHAT DOES CHRISTMAS MEAN TO YOU? 
Luke 2:11. ‘Unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour 

Last year a college professor in psychology was giv- 
ing a word-suggestion test to a class of twenty or so. 
Among the words given was “Christmas.” When this 
word was pronounced, each one was asked to write down 
the first thought that came to mind in connection with 
“Christmas.” 

When the professor collected the slips of paper, not 
a single person had written “Birthday of Jesus,’ or any 
other word of strictly Christian significance. A number 
of the class admitted afterwards that this connection 
would have come to them on “second thought,” and in 
fact did occur after they had written the first word, but 
as only one word was permitted in the test, the reac- 
tion was exactly as stated. 

Among the words written as having been prompted 
by “Christmas” were: “tree,” “presents,” “holly,” “shop- 
ping,” “plum pudding,” and others down the line that 
were stimulated by more personal experiences. 

Now the point to be considered in this connection is 
not so much the various reflexes indicated by the test, 
as it is to show that Christ being born into the world 
is not the first and outstanding thought in the minds of 
many persons when “Christmas” is mentioned. 


True Christmas Cheer... 


Help to Make Others Healthy 


The National, State and Local Tuberculosis 
Associations of the United States 


The sweetest woman I ever knew was—my mother. 

I can see her now, on the vine-covered porch that 
June afternoon, fully three-score years ago. Sitting in 
her old rocking chair, she talked to me from her heart, in 
words that reached my heart. She had a winsome spirit 
that drew all children to her. 

Simply, directly, reverently she explained the things 
of God in a way a child could both understand and 
believe. 

Being the youngest of twelve—as well as the sev- 
enth son of the seventh son—I was called the baby; it 
seemed to me always that mother took a special interest 
in me. On that June day she talked more freely than 
usual. She spoke of so many things, of life’s funda- 
mentals, but so simply I could grasp their meaning and 
what I now call their implications. 

Particularly I remember this, that she told me: 

“You are my baby, the youngest of my twelve chil- 
dren, and I am going to tell you the story of another 
Baby, the Babe of Bethlehem.” 

That time-tested Book, the Bible, was on her lap, 
open at the pages narrating the story of the Christ Child. 
Occasionally she read from its pages; occasionally she 
referred to them; but often, she told the story herself, 
with a sincerity and clarity that I cherish in memory 
to this day. 

“The Christmas story,” mother continued, “is per- 
haps the most unusual, in places the most pathetic, and 
again the most glorious of any told in the Bible. It is 
old, yet always new.” 

Relating briefly something of the background of 
one of the world’s greatest events—Mary and her hus- 
band, Joseph, in Bethlehem—mother went on: “About 
the time of this Christmas story, Joseph and his wife, 
Mary, had occasion to go from Nazareth to Bethlehem 
to be enrolled, because the king had ordered that every- 
one should return to his own ancestral city to be taxed. 
People did not journey in those days as we do now. 
They walked, usually, or rode on camels or donkeys.” 

“What a sight that must have been,” I interrupted, 
“How funny they must have looked.” 

“Yes, a strange sight, but not a funny one,” said 
mother, and her gaze went far away. “It was a long 
line, a line that plodded wearily along a dusty road. 
They could not make any great speed. But they jour- 
neyed.on. That is the thing to remember. People can 
go a long way, my child, by just keeping on going—later 
you will call that perseverance. Onward they plodded, 
wearily, perhaps drearily, probably at times merrily be- 
cause people are built that way. You will learn that 
later, too.” 

“But at last on this day of which I am telling, just 
as the evening shadows were falling, Bethlehem loomed 
up before the weary pilgrims—they had been three days 
on the road.” 

“T'll bet they were glad to get there and rest,’ I 
ventured. 


MOTHER'S CHRISTMAS STORY 


(By Dr. L. M. Zimmerman, Washington, D. C.) 
(Copyright by the Author, 1935) 
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There was a seriousness and a sympathy I did not 
understand in mother’s voice as she reverently replied: 
“I have always felt sorry for Mary on that occasion. 
Tired woman, she was traveling far and ‘great with 
child.” I did not understand why, then, but I knew 
mother was deeply affected. I reached out and gently 
patted her hand, As she paused in her story, her expres- 
sion was most benign. 

“Only a mother can realize how Mary must have 
felt,’ she explained. “Poor soul, she had no nurse, no 
woman for company; it was all so mysterious; a secret 
in her heart, that she pondered over, again and again. 
And then that greeting in Bethlehem. After a long 
journey, crouched upon the donkey, a journey of anxiety 
and distress, of toil and weariness, Joseph brought her 
to the inn, naturally hoping to find a place to lodge. 

“But—‘No room in the inn, Joseph was told. Even 
to him it was a grim, horrible tragedy. To the heart of 
Mary, however, those words brought wild terror, It was 
night—no place to rest and at any minute she might be- 
come a mother. God alone, and mothers can understand. 
No wonder that Jesus, who understood, always remem- 
bered His mother, even in His greatest agony upon the 
cross.” 

Again my mother seemed to see great distances; 
by again patting gently, her hand with mine, I re- 
minded her of my presence, and that she had not finished 
the story. 

“Perhaps the innkeeper read something of the anx- 
iety and travail of Mary in her eyes,’ she resumed, “for 
instead of turning her away, he offered her the best he 
had, in a near-by stable. Of course, it was better than 
to lie down on the bare ground under the open sky. 
There, we are told, in that stable, ‘she brought forth 
her first-born son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, 
and laid Him in a manger,’ ” 

“Poor little Jesus,” she continued, “did not have a 
bed or even a little crib. In the stable was a trough out 
of which the cattle ate their food. It was in this trough, 
or as the Bible calls it, ‘manger,’ that the Christ Child 
was laid.” 

As if it were but yesterday, I can see mother at 
that moment gazing through a veil of tears in deep, 
sympathetic thought. Something prompted me quickly 
to say: “I guess we children, maybe, don’t appreciate all 
the nice things we have.” 

Looking up, as a slight smile lightened the shadow 
of her face, “Perhaps not,” she agreed, and continued 
her story. 

“Near where Jesus was born,” she said, “there were 
shepherds out in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flocks by night. And it is possible that very night they 
may have been talking about the Christ Child that was 
to be born,” she ventured, 

“Why, had they heard about it?” I asked. 

“Yes, God had told the Jewish people He would 
send them a Saviour who would be their King, and they 
were looking for Him.” Then she read from the Book 
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of Genesis, where it tells: “The seed of woman shall 
bruise the head of the serpent,’ and from Tsataliy. a 
virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his 
name Immanuel.’ Then she read from the first of the 
four Gospels where “an angel had appeared to the Virgin 
Mary, and said, ‘Blessed art thou among women. Thou 
shalt bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus.’ 
And so,’ she continued, “we read that an angel ap- 
peared to those shepherds saying: ‘Unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord.’ And with the angel was a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God, and saying, ‘Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth, peace, good will toward 
men.’ Then it was that the shepherds said one to an- 
other, ‘Let us now go unto Bethlehem’ * * *, You 
see, child,’ she explained, “they had not only heard 
about the promise, but they had faith that it would be 
fulfilled some day; and now that all this had taken place, 
they were ready at once to see for themselves, and so 
they went and found Mary, and Joseph, and the Babe 
lying in a manger.” 

“The Babe lying in a manger,’ mother repeated and 
said: “Perhaps this part of the story deserves more at- 
tention. The Child Jesus,” she went on, “has glorified 
both motherhood and childhood. Before the Christ Child 
was born into the world, children were often sorely 
neglected and even cruelly treated. They seemed to have 
had no rights of their own. But Jesus exalted childhood 
saying: ‘Suffer the little children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not for of such is the kingdom of heaven.’ 
And so, not only can grown-ups find Jesus, but children 
may find Him, as well. Although we cannot find Him 
as did the shepherds, we can find Him in other ways, in 
true worship and in loving deeds. If we act with the 
faith of the shepherds, ‘who returned glorifying and 
praising God for all the things that they had heard and 
seen’—we, too, shall always find Him.” 

Then mother told how the Wise Men from the East, 
having seen the star, had come to Jerusalem that they 
might know the time and place of Christ’s birth. “The 
information obtained,” she said, “they followed on, ‘and 
lo, the star went before them, till it came and stood over 
where the young Child was. Falling down before the 
Child, they worshiped Him and presented gifts, gold, 
frankincense and myrrh.’ ” 

“Is that why people give gifts at Christmas time?” 
I asked. 

“Most likely so,’’ mother assented, “but many times 
it is all over-done by those who lose sight of the real 
Christmas spirit. The Christ who made Christmas pos- 
sible is often entirely lost sight of by the selfish and 
worldly manner in which the day is observed. It is not 
much wonder that some children know little or nothing 
about Bethlehem and the Christ Child. Even in our 
gifts to friends, the real One in whose name such gifts 
should be sent is forgotten.” 

“Who is that One?” I inquired. 

“He is God, the Greatest Giver of gift,’ she as- 
sured me in her quiet motherly voice. 

“But how can we give gifts to Himr” I asked. 

“Mere gifts,” she said, “are not enough. The Wise 
Men gave gifts, but they did not spread the good news 
nor did they return to praise Jesus. The gift God wants 
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is the loving heart—if we give that, our good works 
and our offerings at worship will follow.” 

So mother began to speak about the time when 
Jesus grew to the age of boyhood, which naturally in- 
terested me greatly, and I asked: 

“Did Jesus grow up like other boys?” 

Pausing in deep thought, mother declared: ‘Not 
much is said about the boyhood of Jesus, but I think he 
grew up a healthy, normal boy in his plays, studies, and 
work. When twelve years old He went with Mary and 
Joseph to the Feast of the Passover at Jerusalem and 
in some way was lost. After a long, vain search, they 
looked in the Temple, and to their surprise they found 
their Boy ‘in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them 
and asking them questions.’ ” 

“Did He ask questions?’ I interrupted. 
“Yes, child, that is the best way to gain informa- 
Happily, they found their Boy at a good place— 
in God’s house. When we get away from the Church, 
we get away from God and when we get away from God 
we have nothing sure to which we can hold. Faith in 
God and moral devotion to Him is our only hope. There 
is no substitute,” mother affirmed. 

“Dear child,” she went on, “as you grow older, no 
doubt you will many times recall what I am saying. Yes, 
people may ridicule the Church and things spiritual, even 
the Jesus of whom I have been telling you. But, He is 
today, the great spiritual Teacher and Leader of the 
world—the only Way out, the Truth and the Life. As 
He passed from boyhood to manhood, people more and 
more recognized in Him the promised Messiah. He was 
God’s expression of Himself, God ‘manifest in the flesh’ 
when born the Babe of Bethlehem. I pray, son, that 
you may ever follow in His footsteps, love and serve 
Him faithfully—and daily you will become more and 
more like Him.” Mother closed the Book and went about 
her household work. 

But today, as I sit in contemplation, I can see 
mother’s eyes shining clearly as on that afternoon long 
ago. I can hear her voice. It seems I can almost feel 
her suffering in sympathy with the sufferings of Mary. 
I can sense her spirit soaring with that of the Wise Men 
when they found the Christ Child. 

A star led the Wise Men to Jesus, before whom 
they bowed down and worshiped, giving gifts. 

My mother led me to Jesus, while I was yet a child. 
Before Him have I knelt and Him have I worshiped 
ever since, To Him have I offered the gifts my mother 
gave, deeds of mercy rendered in His name, truths about 
Him planted in human hearts, doing all things in His 
name and for His glory. He has been my unfailing 
Friend—the One whom my soul loveth. 

All this I owe to one person—my mother. For such 
a mother, for such a Christmas, for such a Christ, how 
grateful my soul shall ever be. 


tion. 


The Executive Committee of the Luther League of 
America will hold its Annual Business Meeting, January 
18-20, 1937, in the Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia, 
Penna. 

Any matters that the State and Synodical Leagues 
may have to bring to the attention of the Executive Com- 
mittee should be in the hands of the Executive Secretary 
not later than January 1, 1937. 
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Interested Intermediates Interpreting Interactions 
Those four big “I” words, mysterious as they seem, 

constituted the “starting point” for an Essay Contest 

that was first set forth in the October Review, and again 
stressed in the November issue. Inasmuch as the rules 
of the Contest set November Ist as the dead-line for the 
receiving of all essays, the time of writing this Decem- 
ber letter is too late to put across another “pep talk’ on 
the subject, and too early to report the results and the 
winners of the Contest. I can report, however, that no 
Essays have been received as of October otha ebhe 


January issue of the Review will tell the whole story. 
Here’s hoping there will be a story to tell. 


The December “Eye” 


Again the title of my second paragraph sounds 
mysterious. Not so, if you had carefully read my Oc- 
tober letter. I know of one Intermediate leader who read 
it, and who, believe it or not, understood it. At any 
rate the Rev. C. M. Teufel, Staunton, Va., dropped me 
a card on which he briefly wrote: 


Dear R. J.: 
Just glanced at the October Luther League 
Review—the “eye-dea” idea looks good. 
Best wishes. 
Truly yours, 
CHARLES M. TEUFEL 

Since the publication of said October letter I have 
had two conferences with Intermediate Leaders, one at 
Meyersdale, Pa., and the other in Philadelphia. At both 
meetings favorable opinion was given as to the work- 
ableness of the “Eye-dea.” Anything must be worked to 
be put across, and if it’s workable it should be worked 
over the field generally. 


__. Now for a “pep talk” on the December “Eye.” What 
is the idea of the Eye? It has four definite purposes: 


1. Month’s Memory Verse, which is Psalm 24:7, 
“Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye 
everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in.” 

This memory verse is to be recited in unison at each 
devotional meeting during the month of December, the 
same aS a Troop of Boy Scouts recite their Oath or 
Leaguers the Mizpah Benediction, Naturally some 
coaching will be necessary at the first meeting, but by 
the second meeting in the month all Leaguers will have 
memorized it. 


In the second place the Memory Verse is to be re- 
peated on request of another member or the superin- 
tendent by a member at any time and any place during the 
month. For instance, if a member is met on the street 
or at school by another member and asked to recite the 
December Memory Verse he or she is expected to give it. 

2. Month’s Member Project: Write an essay on one 
of the books of the 1936 Reading Course. The dead-line 
is January 31, 1937. Let’s make this year’s contest 
worthwhile with respect to a larger number of essays 
submitted, 

In the event your League has not cooperated in this 
feature of the program, that is, in not buying the 1936 
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Reading Course Books, it is suggested that you decide 
on some definite Member Project. 

3. Month’s League Project: Select some definite 
part in the Christmas activities of the congregation. Do 
this by offering your services as a League to the chair- 
man of arrangements, or in the preparation of a Christ- 
mas playlet or pageant, or in the packing of a Christ- 
mas basket for some needy family. 

4. Month’s Topics—Theme: “‘Resolvers.” 

December 6—The Queenly Quest. 
December 13—The Joy of Giving. 
December 20—The Supreme Gift. 
December 27—Resolutions Worth Making and 
Keeping. 
Black For White 

For many years it has been in the back of our 
heads to change the White Seal, given to Leagues meet- 
ing 12 or 13 points of the 16-Point Program, to a Black 
one. The reason is that the White Seal does not stand 
out on a white certificate. Besides, several requests have 
been made in recent years for such a change, Further- 
more, by substituting the Black for a White Seal we 
have the five colors of the Luther League represented 
in our award system. The certificate is of white paper 
and the four seals are: Red, for ten and eleven points; 
Black, for twelve and thirteen points; Blue, for fourteen 
and fifteen points; and Gold for sixteen points. 

Holders of certificates bearing one or more White 
Seals may procure the Black Seals by writing to Rev. 
R. J. Wolf, 806 Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Just state how many Black Seals you want. It would be 
convenient if you'd enclose a self-addressed stamped 
envelope. In replacing the seals be careful to cover the 
white points of the old seals carefully. Also, either cross 
out the word “White” in front of the word “Rank” (left 
upper corner of the Certificate) and write in the word 
“Black” or paste paper with the word “Black” over the 
word “White.” 

Minor Bowes Skit 

Another mimeograph run has beenimade of this 
popular skit. It is a “take-off” on the well-known “Major 
Bowes Amateur Hour,” and can easily be staged by 
Intermediates or Seniors. Send 10 cents for your copy 
and present a real humorous skit for youth and old age 
to enjoy. 

Four News Items 

Many State and District Luther League news sheets 
are published at the expense of the Leaguers. This is 
an effective medium of getting news spread abroad and 
in creating enthusiasm and interest and cooperation. 
In most all these news sheets “notes” on Intermediate 
activity appear. They are fine “notes,” too, reflecting the 
“pep” of our ’teen-agers for the work they are doing 
for Christ and the Church. There are four such news 
sheets before me now. I'll endeavor to write down a 
few of their high points. 
tee oe fe District labels its monthly news sheet, 

gue.” The October issue was sponsored and 
paid for, published and distributed by the Intermediates’ 
of the District. They did a good job of it, too. One 
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entire page of the four-paged news sheet contains a 
fine letter from Miss Laura Wakley, Intermediate Secre- 
tary;, In it Miss Wakley summons the Intermediate 
Leagues under her supervision to a lively interest and 
activity in the entire program of the Intermediate De- 
partment. In brief Miss Wakley stresses such important 
items as “Better Programs,’ “Bigger Membership,” 
“Sixteen Point Program Support,” “Loyalty to China 
Missionary Objective,” “Introduction of Rev. Paul F. 
Obenauf, New State Intermediate Secretary,” “Fall 
Activities,” etc. 

2. Chicago via Miss Gladys E. Kjellen blows good 
news Philadelphia-way relative to that city’s first Fall 
Intermediate Meeting. The purpose of this meeting was 
three-fold: Get acquainted, plan for fall and winter 
months, and reception of a fruit and vegetable donation 
for the Inner Mission Home. 


3. Minnesota via Miss Ferne Warner, State Inter- 
mediate Secretary, proudly noises aloud its annual Inter- 
mediate State Convention. It was their Second Annual, 
attended by 50 ’teeners. Two sessions were held. The 
first on Sunday Afternoon when election and general 
business was cared for. The second session was in the 
nature of a “Question Box Forum,” led by Rev. F. H. 
Clutz. Miss Warner writes that this ?-Box Forum 
proved to be an excellent way to solve problems and 
questions of all Leaguers. (Let other State and District 
Leagues try out this fine idea.) Yes, an Intermediate 
luncheon with the Juniors was held also. The China 
Objective furnished the idea for the decorations, pro- 
gram, songs, and food, with a little Chinese girl, two 
years old, as guest. Installation of all officers occurred at 
the close of the banquet. 


New York via Sister Pearle N, Lyerly, State Inter- 
mediate Secretary, broadcasts an Intermediate Workers’ 
Conference, with Miss Barbara Scherer, State President, 
presiding. At this conference there was presented a 
variety of interesting features. First, came the ‘“Devo- 
tional Service;” second, a paper on “How to Build a 
Devotional Program,” third, a series of Discussion 
Groups on the Duties of all officers, fourth, a paper on 
“Good Social Programs,’ fifth, an address on “The 
Intermediate Cooperating with His Church,’ sixth and 
finally (after eats had been eaten), a most interesting 
talk by a G-man and another talk by a missionary on 
furlough. 


These four “bits” of news are included here with 
the hope that other sections of the League not repre- 
sented will find helpful suggestions in carrying out 
their Intermediate activities. 


I now leave you to go to Baltimore to talk “twelve” 
times to twelve different groups of women attending the 
Maryland Woman’s Missionary Society Convention. One 
thing is sure, after saying the same speech over twelve 
times I should know it backwards, sidewise and other- 


wise. 


Affectionately, 
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Be January 31, 1937 


| MISSIONARY DAY 


“Our Lutheran Church in China and 


Our Opportunity” 
By Dr. Paul C. White, New York 


Offering of the Evening 
for the 


T’AI TUNG CHEN PROJECT 
Order Copies FREE from 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
806 Muhlenberg Building 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 
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1937 SENIOR READING COURSE 
Biblical and Devotional 
“Life in the Vine,” Alice B. Kramer, Albert L. 
Ue aa SS al cles Pees eerste ee TI ea Ne NA) 
Sis Clhamge lossioliae” 12, WW Wyallsieray goss coadcc Ws 
Personal and Social Living 
“The Road Back To God,’ O. P. Kretzmann ..1.00 


Sigma ce eee 


V 
i 
i 
NY 
Ny 
i 
Bie 


“Watch Yourself Go By,” Edward Kuhlman ..1.00 
The Church and Its Work 
*“The Story of the American Negro,” Ina 
Gorrine: Brown Cloth o1L00,) Raper aso 
“China anmRevivales Gustav Carlbero. ese 1.50 


Biography 
“Men Who Left a Name,” E. Leigh Mudge ... .50 
“Men of Conviction,’ Henry Bradford 


Wwe: IDNDE ~ one candocnc¢ms sas oanone saul) 
Fiction and Poetry 
“North of the Orient,’ Anne Lindberg ........ 2.50 
“Hearts That Understand,” Louise Harrison 
Mic Grayvee mca eeceio iia a cin ters Seieerotes 1.00 


*Mission Study Book 
1937 INTERMEDIATE READING COURSE 


“African Bridge Builders,’ William C. Bell ...... $1.00 
“The Knight in Grey,’ Marie E. Richards ........ 1.00 
“Boy Days and Boy Ways,” Frank H. Cheley .... 1.00 
“The Queenly Quest,’ Rosalie Mills Appleby .... 1.00 
"tT Believe in People,” Archer Wallace ...........- 2.00 
$6.00 
1937 READING COURSES 
Junior 
“Camp Fires in The Congo,” Springer ...... $.75 
Standard Bible Reader, Book 6, Lillie Faris .. 1.00 
Senay Ueibes! Comail oocsocserecsoosoossecess 1.50 
“We Sing America,” Marion Cuthbert ........ 1.00 
$4.25 
Little Leaguers 
Kembo: “A Little Girl of Africa,’ Barnard 
AWicrotal. Said oh cabiamie ae Ors Ain Sot Pea OI. c.ceer $.50 


Efiong: “A Little Boy of Africa,” Floyer .... .40 
(Everyland Children) “The Little Lord 


esus ) Peabodys vents. asl scene or rather 25 
‘When Jesus Was a Boy,” Entwistle-Wood .._ .30 
“The Star Of The King,’ Entwistle-Wood ..  .30 
“The Song The Shepherds Heard,” 

BME Was thea VWOOGi. 6.5 cgnemin lene cares ele ec ete 30 
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CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 


Study the December Topics—Hymn Studies. 

Use the Missionary Topic for December. 

Plan a Christmas Program. 

Do Something for Others. ; 

Use the Junior Topics Booklet, “Hymn Studies.” 

Work on the Twelve-Point Program—Point 6— 
Something for Others. 

Send for a List of the New 1927 Topics. 

Order the New Program Packet—40 Cents. 


Dear Leaguers: 
“The happy Christmas comes once more, 


The heavenly Guest is at the door, 

The blessed words the shepherds thrill, 

The joyous tidings; ‘Peace, good-will.’ ” 

What is 

The Real Meaning of Christmas? 
How will you interpret it to your Juniors? Get our 
leaflet, “Making Christmas Real to the Juniors,” (five 
cents) and follow some of its suggestions. 

Christmas Is Worship 

Will the work with your Juniors during these few 
weeks around the Christmas season be a real worship 
experience? 

We entered a dimly-lighted Church—a Church filled 
with Junior Leaguers to the number of three hundred 
and fifty. 

White Advent coverings adorned the altar. The 
chancel rails were completely covered with white. In 
one corner stood a Christmas tree, dazzling white, on a 
table covered with white, an electric star over it. Along 
the chance! rail, at regular intervals, were arranged 
small, white Christmas bulbs. White flowers filled the 
altar vases. : 

The organist was leading in a carol service, and 
breathlessly and reverently, the Juniors sang in succes- 
sion, “The First Noel,” “Joy To The World,” “O Come 
All Ye Faithful,” and other familiar carols. 


A processional, “O, Little Town of Bethlehem,” led 
by a Junior choir in white vestments, was followed by 
a prayer by one of the Juniors that we might catch a 
vision of the real meaning of Christmas. Seven Juniors 
then read the Christmas story from the Gospel of St. 
Luke. 

A leader of a Junior group told us of the real mean- 
ing of Christmas—the gift of God‘s Only Son—finishing 
with the story, “Her Birthday Dream,” (from ‘‘Christ- 
mas Legends And _ Stories’—Curtiss) showing that 
Christmas is His birthday, and to Him must we give the 
gifts. 

A group of Juniors next gave the pageant, “Emblems 
of Christmas,” (from Junior Topics Booklet, No. 16) the 
message of the tree, the star, the Church bells, the ever- 
greens, interspersed with fitting music, following with 
rapid succession. 

A leader showed us twelve beautiful pictures of the 
Christmas story (some ten-cent size Perry pictures, 
others the twenty-cent large, colored pictures available 
from our United Lutheran Publication House) with a 
few words about each, the Juniors eagerly receiving a 
message of the season from each one. 
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Another leader told a story for the smaller “Little 
Leaguers’—“Gretchen and the Wooden Shoe,” (from 
“Christmas Legends and Stories’’). 

And another leader told of the White Gift of Cathat 
Legend, “The Legend of the White Gifts” (from the 
same book); how Christmas must be shared; and of the 
celebration of Christmas in Puerto Rico and the coming 
of the Three Kings there. 


Gathering round the white tree a group of Juniors 
sang “Silent Night, Holy Night,’ a Junior led in a 
worship service of thanks for Christmas, and one by one 
a representative from each Junior League came forward 
with a white envelope containing the League’s gift for 
the Juniors in Puerto Rico. 


The Benediction and a recessional hymn, and our 
worship through song, picture, story and sharing was 
over. 

Santa Claus? Tinsel and ornaments? .Crowds in 
stores? Hustle and bustle? Worry? What will I get? 
These Juniors will look forward to Christmas as a time 
of stars, of a song in the air, of the Babe of Bethlehem, 
a time of sharing with others, the joy of worshiping the 
New-Born King. 

Can you plan such a program? 


Christmas Is Sharing 
The Good Neighbor Club asks that all the Junior 
Leagues unite in sending gifts to others at Christmas. 
Share Christmas by helping others. 
Gifts for our Junior Leagues in mission lands may 


be sent to 


Puerto Rico—Miss Ofelia Baldiority 
Box_ 5277, Puerta de Tierra, Puerto Rico 
British Guiana—Mrs. W. Theodore Benze 
U C Mission, New Amsterdam, British Guiana, 
South America 
South America—Miss Myrtle Wilke 
Simbron 3182, Buenos Aires, Argentina, S. A. 


Or, if you would rather help nearer at home, select 
the nearest orphan home, settlement house, or mission 
Church, and share Christmas with the children there. 

Membership in the Good Neighbor. Club is made up 
of those Junior Leagues which help another group of 
Juniors. We hope to add a good number at this Christ- 
mas season. 

If you, in any way, share Christmas with another 
group at this time, write and tell the Junior Secretary 
what was done, so we can have a record of our Christ- 
mas activities. 


Christmas Begins In The Home 

We should seek the cooperation of the parents in 
making Christmas rea] to the children, A Parents’ Meet- 
ing during December to talk over some ways in which 
the parents can help the Church in telling the real story 
of Christmas would be fine. 

A little pamphlet, “How Shall A Christian Family 
Celebrate Christmas’—Leidt, (five cents) from National 
Council, Department of Religious Education, 281 Fourth 
Ave., New York City, would be fine to distribute. 


Christmas Is a “Program” 
—but do not have an “entertainment” with recitations, 
songs, the Juniors on show, and candy-getting! 
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Rather let the Christmas atmosphere permeate all 
your December meetings, and then at the meeting day 
nearest Christmas have the Juniors in the regular way 
re-tell the Christmas story. 


If you have a share in the Christmas festival of the 


Church School, see that the Junior League has a pro- , 


gram of worship, picturing the Christmas story in 
pageant, pantomime, drama, tableau, or song and story, 
prepared by the Juniors and presented by them in a 
reverent spirit. 


A Christmas candlelight carol service has been given 
by a group regularly for the past four or five years. 
A service at four o’clock is held on Christmas Eve or 
the Sunday before Christmas in a darkened Church. 
There is a processional of Juniors with lighted candles, 
and a service of Christmas carols sung by them in the 
choir loft, interspersed with the reading of the Scripture 
story. Simple, easily-arranged, worshipful and beautiful, 


it is looked forward to each year by the whole 
congregation. 
Christmas Is Study 
December brings us the study of hymns. These 


teach the spirit of Christmas. 
“Hymn Studies For Juniors.” 


Use the Topics Booklet, 


Study Christmas customs around the world. ‘‘Christ- 
mas In Many Lands” will make an interesting public 
meeting, Ample material may be found in the Topics 
Booklets, “Making Christmas Real To The Juniors” and 
“Christmas,’ as well as in “Lutheran Woman’s Work,” 
from which stories of the celebration of Christmas in 
our mission lands, to be dramatized by the Juniors, may 
be found. 


Christmas Stories 
Tell Christmas stories. Re-tell ‘‘Christmas Carol, 
(Dickens) and “The Other Wise Man’ (Van Dyke) to 
the oldest Juniors. 


Use the story “Sistine Madonna,” from “Greatness 
Passing By” (Niebuhr). Tell “How Tony and Carlita 
Helped the Three Kings,” from “Children of Sea and 
Sun” (Wagner). 


Do not fail to use the books of the Reading Course 
with the Little Leaguers: ‘The Little Lord Jesus,” “The 
Song The Shepherds Heard,” “The Star of the King.” 


Other Christmas stories, which may be found in 
most libraries, are: 


Why The Chimes Rang (from book of same title)—Alden 

Legend of the Christmas Rose—Selma Lagerloff : 

Legend of St. Christopher from “For The Children’s 
Hour’’)—Bailey , 

Where Love Is There God Is Also—Tolstoi 

Gretchen and the Wooden Shoe (from ‘Children’s Book of 
Christmas Stories’’) : ; 

Babouscka (from “Christmas Legends and Stories’’?)—Curtiss 

The Jar of Rosemary (from “The Story Teller’’)—Lindsay 

The Shepherd Who Didn’t Go—J. T. Stocking 


These are just a few! 
Get a book of stories from the dibrary and select 
some. These all contain excellent stories: 


Good Stories for Great Holidays—Olcott 

Stories Children Need—Bailey | 

For The Children’s Hour—Bailey ; 

Why The Chimes Rang and Other Stories—Alden 
For The Story Teller—Lindsay 


And a book for the superintendent as well as the 
Juniors from which to get all sorts of information on 
Christmas customs, poems, stories, plans, ctc., the book 
“Christmas,” by Schauffler, is excellent. 
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Christmas Pictures 
Get “The Star of Bethlehem,” by Margaret Tarrant; 
if possible. It comes in two sizes: five dollars and three- 
fifty. ijn hea ee 
Be sure to have “Everybody’s Brother,” by Tarrant, 
fifteen cents, for the Little Leaguers. 
“Little Hands Outstretched To Bless”’—fifty cents— 


is another Tarrant picture that is lovely for use with 


the Little Leaguers. 
Send for a catalogue of Tarrant pictures to Hale, 
Cushman and Flint, 857 Boylston St., Boston, Mass. .. 
Send to The Perry Picture Co., Malden, Mass., and 
to our Publication House for catalogues of pictures. 
These Christmas pictures may well be used: : 


The Angels and the Shepherds—Plockhorst 

Arrival of the Shepherds—LeRolle 

The Sistine Madonna 

Madonna of the Chair ; 
O Little Town of Bethlehem—Taylor a 
Announcement to the Shepherds—Copping 

Three Wise Men—Taylor 

Holy Night—Corregio 

Madonna of the Street—Feruzzi 


Christmas Hymns 

The Topics will teach some Christmas hymns. Select 
others the Juniors do not know and teach them, Make 
Christmas hymn books, with red covers, and with: the 
Christmas carols written on white, inside pages, : 


Be sure to use “Away In A Manger’ (Children’s 
Hymnal No. 7) and “Why Do Bells For Christmas 
Ring?” (No. 17) with the Little Leaguers. 


Christmas Means Handwork 
Have the Juniors arrange their room in an attractive 
way and make some handwork for a Christmas exhibit. 
Study the Christmas story through these means. Do 
not use anything foreign to the Christmas story. 


Make posters of the Christmas story. Books from 
the Five and Ten Cent Store, with colored illustrations 
of the shepherds, angels and wise men make excellent 
material, and you can also get pictures and lettering 
from the December magazines. 


Make a Christmas manger scene, if possible. You 
can get a booklet for ten cents from the Five and Ten 
Cent Store, with paper cut-outs and elaborate mangers 
with fine figures ranging in price up to twenty-five dol- 
lars. All serve the same purpose. Write to the Publica- 
tion House for prices, if you wish a manger with figures. 

Handwork ready to be made by the Juniors, all 


securable from our Publication House, is: 


The First Christmas Cut-Out—-A Manger Scene .. 
Christmas Story Hand Work Color Cards ........ 
Wise Men Christmas Carol (Leyda) Hand Work 


GGiGie CAGE - aaa opmncamocdc SopoDoonveDStoD ‘ 
Posters to Build—Christmas or Winter .......... 25 
“AV New. Christmas) Poster to Build cree ecninic 25 
Christ Child Posters to Paste, Cut and Color .. .50 
Holy Night Built-Up Panel Posters ............ 50 


*New this year 
Have a Christmas Corner in your Junior League 
room during December—a table with books, pictures, 
handwork, and all sorts of Christmas material, and here 
let the Juniors gather for work, for story hours, for 
search of material, etc. 


Christmas Is Fellowship 
Christmas must be shared with others. Do not fail 
to have your Juniors plan to share the Christmas Story 
in some way. 
Programs can be given in other departments of the 
Church School. The Juniors can sing as a Junior choir 
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at one of the services. They can help in the Christmas 
program. They can go caroling. 


Shut-ins can be visited and a program given. Visits 
can be planned to the orphans’ home, old folks’ home 
or hospital, where the Christmas Story can be re-told. 


Christmas Is Service 
Have the Juniors share Christmas through gifts to 
others and deeds of good-will. 


Let the Little Leaguers make ‘‘surprise” gifts during December 
to take home and present at Christmas—pen wipers for father, 
blotters for mother, a knitted horse line for the baby, washcloths 
for grandma, etc. 

Urge the children to put love and thought into the gifts which 
they are preparing, as it is this which counts and not the monetary 
worth of the gift. 

Help these boys and girls get ready for Christmas. Turn their 
thoughts away from the commercial aspect of the season which, alas, 
is so dominant, to the story of the Christ Child—all it means—and 
make it a time of preparation for its, real celebration. 

Teach Christmas carols and memorize parts of 
Christmas story. 

Put on the walls of your room a strip of dark green cloth and 
make a frieze of Christmas pictures round the room. 


Cut out large stars from gold paper and write the different 
parts of the Christmas story on these and have them memorized. 


Arrange your chairs for your Christmas meeting in the form 
of a star, and see that nothing is in the room that does not con- 
tribute to the thought of the meeting. 

Sockings of net or cheesecloth, stitched with green or red 
worsted yarn may be given out to be returned just before Christ- 
mas, filled with small toys or candy and nuts and later sent to the 
hospitals. 

One Junior League annually, sends a large box of toys to one 
of our Settlement houses, where the Juniors) there are made happy 
by the receipt of same. 

Decorations for a Christmas tree may be made by the Little 
Leaguers and a small tree decorated and sent to some children who 
otherwise might not have one. Chains of colored paper, gold and 
silver stars, red and green bells, pop-corn strings—all can be made. 


The Juniors might plan a Community Christmas Tree, in the 
Church yard or some available place in the neighborhood. Have the 
children gather round the tree and sing Christmas carols. 


Ask the Juniors to have candles in their windows on Christmas 
Eve and re-tell the Christmas story in their homes. 

Perhaps they can go Christmas caroling, visiting 
some sick and shut-ins, or some hospital or home. 

Stockings filled, dolls dressed, a box of toys sent to a hospital, 
orphan’s home, or one of our settlement houses will bring much joy. 

The Junior League may have a Christmas tree, bring gifts to 
place on it for others, invite another group to share their good 
time, have a program of hymns, story- and song-telling the Christmas 
story, and afterwards play games and distribute the gifts. 


the Scripture 


the pastor, 


Plan for Christmas with your Juniors early, using 
some of the plans suggested, and it will prove a time 
of much blessing. 

And may the joy of Christmas enter your heart 
and abide there with you all through the coming year. 


Special Note 
We regret the difficulties which are attending the 
books of the Junior Reading Course. 
Shortly after the Course was selected, “Junior Stew- 
ards of the Bible” was found to be out of print. 
Now we find it necessary to replace the book, 
“Courageous Adventures.” 


We have selected two other books and the Course 
as finally selected is as follows: 


Standard Bible Story Reader, Book Six—Faris ..$1.00 


Camp Fires In The Congo—Springer .......... 15 
Wiensing America——Cuthbert mannose eee 1,00 
Story ‘Talks=—Cozad: jinsccaenosnet er oe 1.50 


We trust there will be no further substitutions. 


Your Junior Secretary, 


Fferda de Yoh occse/ 
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WHAT CHRISTMAS MEANS TO US TODAY 
(By Richard K. Morton) 
HRISTMAS means, above all, that there is now 
a new relationship between God and us.. He has 
supremely revealed Himself. An imperfect idea 
of man has given way to a perfect personal idea of God. 
A great expectation has become a great reality. 

Christmas is also a beginning—the beginning of a 
new Life and a new world. We who know what heights 
that Life reached reverently observe the day when it 
began. 

Christmas is a The darkest night has its 
guiding star even today, and to the humblest comes the 
herald angel with his tidings. There is something which 
we must seek out; there is a journey which we must 
make. There is something which we must see. 

Christmas is a gift. We had no reason to expect 
or demand this event. We did not deserve it. God need 
not have sent His Son; or He might have sent the ex- 
pected resplendent leader. 

Christmas is a song—the song of the angels, the 
song of the heavenly hosts and of many rejoicing human 
hearts. It is our great task today,;-in this time of per- 
plexity and hardship, to see to it, through social service, 
personal generosity, and organized friendliness, that our 
people have real cause to “give back the song which now 
the angels sing.” 

Christmas is a light for a world which is dark. It is 
a light to a world whose highways are dim and uncer- 
tain. It is a light to barren and deserted hearts, to 
crumbled philosophies, to tottering kingdoms. 

Christmas means to us all a time when we are anx- 
ious to bring more unity, friendliness, and helpfulness 
into our Churches and communities, and when we seek 
to get closer to the heart of religion and closer to an 
understanding of the spirit of Jesus. How real may be 
the spirit of Santa Claus, and how truly we may hear for 
ourselves the message of the herald angel and the sing- 
ing of the heavenly hosts! Christmas is a time when our 
lives should be so expectantly awaiting these events 
that they must needs happen again within our hearts. 

—THE EXPOSITOR 
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1937 


MISSION STUDY 


“The Story of the American Negro” 


ny by Ina Corrine Brown 
hf Cloth, $1.00 
if HELPS 


Paper, 60 Cents 
“A Course for Young People on the 
Negro in America” 


* by Ina Corinne Brown 


Price, 25 Cents 


“Luther League Mission Study 
for 1937” 
A Leaflet of Helps 


by Winnie Butt 
Copies Free 
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Page Eleven 


News from State and Synodical Leagues 


NEW JERSEY 


A good start on the study of the American Negro was made 
by the New Jersey League during its 41st Annual Convention in 
Good Shepherd Church, Weehawken, over Labor Day week-end. 
During stunt hour at the picnic luncheon on Labor Day, wide-awale 
delegates from the Bergen District found the band of the Jenkins’ 
Orphanage of Charleston, S. C., and brought them to the Church 
lawn for a concert. Appreciation of the music, the fun, and the 
frolic provided by the band was expressed through a liberal purse, 
in the hands of the leader. This little incident was only one of the 
many enjoyable social features occurring during the course of the 
three-day program of this convention. Good Shepherd Senior League, 
whose president is Edward Schaeffer, and the Intermediates, whose 
superintendent is Miss Anna Zophs, exerted themselves continuously 
to the great satisfaction and pleasure of the 164 registered delegates 
and the 40 or more visitors. The souvenirs included candy lamps, 
boutonnieres in Luther League colors and a variety of “Indian 
things.” among which were tepees, tomahawks, canoes, and headgear. 
Weehawken is an Indian name, hence the ‘‘Redman motif.” Among 
the social events was the presentation of a gift to Tom and Melva 
Carey who had entered upon team play for life, in July. Melva 
had been leading the educational work of the state for the past 
three years. Presentation of common service hymnals) was made to 
the representatives from Emanuel Church, New Brunswick, the 
established “‘headquarters’’ for the regular meetings of the executive 
committee. 


The convention theme was ‘Youth Leads the Way.’ At a 
school session on Sunday morning, Alvin H. Schaediger showed 
how the Pocket Testament League Movement was enabling Leaguers 
to lead the way toward a Bible Reading Church. At the communion 
service conducted by Rev. C. K. Fegley, of Good Shepherd Church, 
and Rev. Roy L. Yund, of Westville, one o1 the clerical advisors, 
Rev. Charles B. Foelsch, Ph.D., of Sunbury, Pa., pointed out the 
scriptural basis for youth to lead the way to a Crusading Church. 
At the vesper service the ways in which youth may lead the way to 
a United Church were presented by Rev. Raymond A. Vogeley, of 
Clason Point, N. Y., a minister of the American Lutheran Church, 
Vice-Chairman of the American Lutheran Conference Young People’s 
Fellowship. 


Miss Leona Becker, of Irvington, Intermediate Secretary for the 
past three years, presented the work of the League as a child of the 
Church in a most interesting pageant form. She announced the 
Intermediate League of Good ‘Shepherd Church as winner of the 
state banner for excellence of program during 1936. Miss Nola 
Siess, of Elizabeth, Junior Secretary, had an interesting and sugges- 
tive display of Junior material. The statistical report listed 43 
Leagues in which there are 751 Seniors, 304 Intermediates and 271 
Juniors. Treasurer Alfred Schroder reported the most successful 
financial year for a long time. The resolutions adopted all tend to 
strengthen the organization of the State League and to enable it 
to reach down with helpful assistance to the Local League. ‘The 
Executive Committee was instructed to secure the delegation for the 
Springfield Convention next July. Interest in the national con- 
vention was aroused by the showing of motion pictures from Charles- 
ton, taken in 1935 by Rev. John Gable, of The Dalles, Oregon. 
Many of those who attended the Charleston gathering recognized 
themselves amid the rain-drops. Larger enthusiasm for the China 
project was aroused by the showing of two reels of China mission 
pictures. 


Recording Secretary Elsie Schmidt, was the only former officer 
who retired. Miss Irma Schaeffer, of Newark, has taken her place. 
The convention asked the following former officers to continue in 
service: President, Eugene H. Kelchner, Camden; Vice-President, 
Alfred Beck, Union City; Corresponding Secretary, Margaret 
Schmook, New Brunswick; Treasurer, Alfred Schroder, Ridgefield 
Park. There was an epidemic of secretary retirements, the ‘ncum- 
bents of the Intermediate, the Junior, the Educational and the 


Missionary Departments, all of whom served so acceptably for the 
duties too strenuous to permit of 


past three years, found other 


Good Shepherd Lutheran 


-First <A: 1 Convention of the Luther League of New Jersey, held at 
Boy he aE a Church, Weehawken, 


their continuing. The League reluctantly said good-bye to Leona 
Becker, of Irvington; Nola Siess, of Elizabeth; Dorothy Zerbst, of 
Weehawken; and Melva Lefelar Carey, of Passaic. In their places 
the League will be served by Louise Jargosch, of New Brunswick, in 
the Intermediate field; Wilfred Grosser, of Teaneck, in the Mission- 
ary Department; and Elsie Schmidt, of Clifton, in the Educational 
work. Luther Weibel, of Trenton, will continue to push the 12 
Point Program; Alvin H. Schaediger, of North Bergen, will boost 
Life Service. It remains to be seen who will direct Junior work. 
Revs. A. Holthusen, D.D., Donald F. Irvin, Roy Yund and 
Joseph A. Kavalek havé been requested by the Leaguers to con- 
tinue as clerical advisors. 


_The_ officers were installed at the final session by Rev. Paul C. 
White, Ph.D., Director of Religious Education of the United Lutheran 
Synod of New York. 


The convention closed in a blaze of glory with a banquet at 
which about 200 were fed. Not only were the eats, the songs, the 
stunts, the jokes and the fellowship all that could be desired, but the 
inspirational element was not lacking because of the presence of 
LeRoi Snyder, director of Camp Miller in Pennyslvania and field 
secretary for Muhlenberg College. From the age and experience level 
of the young people themselves, Mr. Snyder pointed out convincingly 
and eloquently what youth must expect in the handicaps it will 
experience as it endeavors to lead the Church. 


President Kelchner has offered a prize for the best word news 


report of the convention. 
REV. C. K. FEGLEY. 
NEBRASKA 


About 115 enthusiastic Leaguers from all over Nebraska met 
at Camp Sheldon for the 26th Annual Convention of the Luther 
League of Nebraska, August 16-19. Visitors and others coming 
for part time brought the total registration to 160. It was about 
the most representative convenion we ever had, over 75 per cent of 
those attending being New Leaguers who had never attended a con- 
vention before. The Leaguers entered into the routine of camp life 
in an admirable manner. A genuine spiritual fellowship resulted. 


The general theme was ‘Facing the Faith.” Rev. F. A. Kunz, 
of Chicago, chaplain, opened the convention with an address, ‘‘Our 
Christian Heritage,’ on Sunday evening at the camp-fire gathering. 
These evening camp-fire meetings were the high spots of each day 
in camp. Dr. W. H. P. Frederick, of Western Seminary, Fremont, 
spoke Monday night and Rey. J. S. Rhine Wolback, Tuesday night. 


The program for Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday mornings was 
as follows: Get up at 6:CO A. M.; exercises; swim; etc.; devotions 
by Chaplain at 7:00 Flag-raising and breakfast at 7:30; Bible Hour 
at 8:30, with Rev. T. D. Rinde, Rev. E. A. Vosseler and Rev. E. 
Rolfing as teachers; the Missionary Hour at 9:30 was conducted by. 
Rev. E. G. Wood and Mrs. Wood, of Guntur, India. The Luther 
League Hour at 10:30 was devoted to convention business and 
discussion of problems. The balance of each day was spent in vari- 
ous forms of recreation. Canoeing, archery, volley ball, tennis, soft 
ball, baseball, hand-ball and swimming were enjoyed by all the 
campers. Washing dishes and cleaning up cabins were enjoyed as 
much as any game. 


The following’ were elected officers for the coming year: Presi-- 
dent, Wilbur Jenny; First Vice-President, A. Margaret Andersen, 
Omaha; Second Vice-President, Clarence Bleyle, Hastings; Third 
Vice-President, A. Margaret Erca, Omaha; Corresponding Secretary, 
Minnie Asche, Columbus; Recording Secretary, Ruth Benner, Fre- 
mont; and Treasurer, Kenneth Rubrecht, Lincoln. The other officers 
on the committee, by appointment. 


The following persons served on the Camp Staff this year: Rev. 
T. D. Rinde, Dean; Rev. E. A. Vosseler, Rev. Carl Berhenke,. Rev. 
Wallace S. Livers, Paul Wiegman, Kenneth Rubrecht and Wilbur. 
Jenny. These same persons will serve as a committe to plan next 


san) (G tion. 
year’s Camp Convention WILBUR JENNY 


September 5th to 7th, 1936 


Pave Twelve 


MARYLAND 


Approximately three hundred delegates and visitors attended 
the Fifteeath Annual Convention of the Luther League of the Synod 
of Maryland which was held at St. John’s Lutheran Church in 
Hagerstown, September 5-7. The convention theme was Youth and 
Life.” 4 ; 

The first session of the convention was held Saturday evening, 
when entertainment was furnished at Braddock Heights Amusement 
Park. The second session was Church School on Sunday morning, 
followed by the worship service at which time Rev. L. Ralph Tabor, 
pastor of Zion Lutheran Church, Middletown, delivered the first 
of the addresses centering about the convention theme. He spoke 
on “The Perils of Youth,” using as his Biblical references the three 
stories of: The Youth with the Husks, or_the Prodigal Son; The 
Girls with the Burned-out Lamps, or the Foolish Virgins, and_the 
Sorrowing Young Man. From his treatment ot these stories Rev. 
Tabor presented to the young people the perils of filling their lives 
with trivial things and leaving no room for the “Bread of life, the 
peril of having no spiritual resources, and the peril of following 
the crowd. ; 

Devotional services before the various sessions of the conven- 
tion were conducted by Rev. Justus H. Liesmann, Convention Chap- 
lain. He used as his subject “The Ascending Life—Its Plan, Its 
Materials, Its Tasks.’ He stressed the need of having a definite 
purpose in life, of learning to choose only the best to develop that 
purpose, and of living’ in such a way that our lives will show that 
we have learned to choose the best. 

During Sunday afternoon discussion groups were conducted by 
leaders in various phases of lutheran work. ‘These groups and 
leaders were as follows ‘Suffering Humanity--Why Does God Per- 
mit It?” Rev. Leon Zahn, Baltimore; ‘‘Friendship—Its Values, 
Limits, and Problems,” Rev. Carl G. Wolf, Baltimore; and ‘‘Chris- 
tian Joy in the Pleasures of Life,’ Rev. Walter V. Simon, Frost- 
burg. Following these conferences there was a presentation ot 
Junior League work under the direction of Miss Brenda Mehlhouse, 
National Junior Secretary, and Mrs. John T. Loveless, Jr., State 
Junior Secretary. 

The speaker at the fellowship hour on Sunday evening was Rev. 
F. Berry Plummer, pastor of St. Paul’s United Brethren Church, 
Hagerstown, who spoke on Modern Giants in relation to the youth 
of today. He made particular mention of war, alcohol, indifference 
and opposition to the Church, and politics, stressing the fact that 
no one young people’s organization can slay these giants, but the 
combined efforts of a unified group can go far in making this a 
better world in which to live. 

Rev. James Oosterling, D. D., Inner Mission Society, Baltimore, 
spoke at the vesper service, on the subject, “The Problems otf 
Youth.’”’ His discussion centered about the problems of personality, 
sex and marriage, believing, and amusements. In considering each 
of these problems he emphasized the need for a greater faith and 
nearness to God. 

The business session of the convention was held Monday morn- 
ing, with President Fred P, Entler, presiding, At the conclusion of 
this session there was a reception to the following visitors: Rev. 
Edward Goetz, of the Maryland Synod; Rev. Dr. J. W. Ott, Presi- 
dent of the Maryland Synod; Miss Brenda L. Mehlhouse, Junior 
Secretary of the Luther League of America; Louis Shank, Connecti- 
cut; and Julian Boswell, Virginia, fraternal delegates. At the 
afternoon session the past presidents attending the convention were 
received. They were Austin W. Howard, Paul Brindle, and Fred 
N. Heise. Rev. W. A. Wade presented Maryland Synod’s ‘‘Preaching 
Mission” to the convention, and Mr. Carlton Zahn, State Educational 
Secretary, presented the Pocket Testament League. 

The eighth session was concluded by the installation of officers 
by the president of the Maryland Synod, Rev. J. William Ott, D. D., 
Hagerstown. The officers elected for the ensuing year are as 
follows: President, Roland W. Renkel, Washington, D. C.; Vice- 
President, James Hooper, Frederick; Recording Secretary, Helen 
Harshman, Middletown; Corresponding Secretary, Gladys Broeker, 
Washington; Treasurer, B. Schmitt, Baltimore; and Member Execu- 
tive Committee, Fred Entler, Hagerstown. 

The final session of the convention was the fellowship banquet 
on Monday evening at which time Rev. Joseph B. Baker, pastor of 
St, Matthew’s Lutheran Church, York, Pa., spoke on “The Privi- 
leges of Youth.’’ He discussed the privileges of being young, of con- 
ferring with and giving due heed to elders, and of developing new 
frontiers—social, spiritual, mental and physical. 


SARAH LEITER 


Convention of the 
Luther League of 
Wisconsin held at 


Horicon, Wisconsin, 


September 3-5, 1936 


Zion Lutheran Church 
Rev. Paul A. Feustel, Pastor 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


GERMAN NEBRASKA 


The Ninth Annual Convention of the Luther League of the 
German Nebraska Synod was held Monday and Tuesday, August 
17 and 18, at Frieden’s Lutheran Church, Papillion, Rev E. H. 
Thomas, Pastor. The convention theme, “Seek ye first the King- 
dom of God,’ was developed by lectures, addresses and papers, 
The convention was opened with a Vesper Service at 8:00 o’clock 
Monday Evening after which all visitors were welcomed by the 
President of the Papillion Luther League. 


On Tuesday, August 18 the morning devotions were in charge 
of Rev. Henry Goede, of Bennington, after which the business 
of the convention was discharged and a very interesting debate 
on the topic, “Resolved, That Christianity is necessary for a 
successful business life,’ was discussed by Hooper town and Hooper 


country. The afternoon devotions were conducted by Rev. Herman 
Goede. of Columbus, after which five papers were read and dis- 
cussed. The first of these papers was: ‘Is the youth of today 


spiritually inferior to the youth of 50 
“What should be a Leaguer’s aim in 
The third: ‘How can we strengthen 


morally, mentally, and 
years ago?” The second: 
joining the Luther League?” 


our Leaguer’s against the ridicule of the hostile world?” The 
fourth: “‘ How would you deyelop a Christian conscience?” The 
fifth: ‘‘Are minstrel shows appropriate for Luther League socials?” 


These were followed by a Debate: “Resolved, That radio sermons 
or services justify one’s staying home from Church,” by Emerson 
and Wayne. 


In the evening there was a Communion Service conducted by 
Rev. J. Marxen, of Columbus, with Rev. E. H. Thomas, of Gretna, 
assisting, after which the newly elected officers were installed and 
the convention banner presented to the Emerson Luther League. 


REV. HENRY T. MONNICH 


NORTH CAROLINA 


On August 30th, 31st and September 1st, 152 Luther Leaguers 
assembled in Macedonia Lutheran Church, Burlington, for their 
Sixteenth Annual Convention, the theme being “Jesus, The Light 
of the World.” 


The opening session was a Luther League Meeting conducted 
by Miss Irene Sox, Missionary Secretary. Mrs. James W. Miller, 
Missionary from Liberia, Africa, addressed the meeting on the 
subject, ‘‘The Christian’s Attitude Toward the Negro.” 


Quiet moments were conducted by Miss Clara Sullivan, Mission- 
ary irom Tsingato, China. Miss Sullivan’s mesages were very in- 
spiring to all who heard them, 


Greetings from the Luther League of America were brought 
to the convention by Miss Brenda L. Mehlhouse, Junior Secretary. 


_. Much good was derived from aldresses given by Dr. Amos John 
Traver, who spoke on the subjects, ‘Jesus, The Light;” “The Light 
in the World;” and “The Light in My Life.” With the inspiration 


derived from the words of Dr. Traver, the Luther Leaguers are 
challenged to strive to further the work of God’s great kingdom 
on earth. . 


Dr. L. Grady Cooper, Missionary from Tsingtao, China re- 
sented the China Objective. ; pal a 


_Much good was gained from music which was furnished by the 
panier Choir of Macedonia Church, and Mrs. R. R. Tsentioun: 
irector. 


The Luther Leagues of Friedens and Sharon Lutheran Churches 
of Gibsonville, served a very delightful picnic supper to the delegates. 


At the closing session of the convention the following officer. 

. * Ss 

were installed: President, Irene Sox, Hickory; Nice Presents J. 
W. Cobb, Cherryville ; Secretary, Margaret Fisher, Landis; Treasurer, 
Sara Roof, Lincolnton; Archivist, Homer Lyerly, Salisbury ; Member 


of Executive Committee for two years, Catharine Stirewalt, Salisbury. 


The Annual Banquet was held at the First Congregati 

. . « at 
Christian Church, Burlington. Rev. C. E. Fritz, of Greeashore: ce 
the closing address on, “The Light Applied in my Church.” Con- 
vention Gems were given by Miss Catharine Stirewalt, retiring 
president of the Luther League of North Carolina. 


JUANITA HORTON 
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PENNSYLVANIA 


ee Uber Hall season finds Pennsylvania Luther Leaguers in the 
midst of, many District Conventions, rallies, and conferences, also 
several State-wide conferences and meetings. 4 


Heading the list of State Meetings was that of all District 
Presidents and State officers in the Hotel Harrisburger, September 
12th. Plans of the various Districts for the year and that of all 
Departments were presented and fully discussed. Every District was 
represented and a wide variety of District.as well as State problems 
were discussed anl helpful suggestions made and exchanged. 


Next on the Fall program were two Departmental Workers 
Conferences. One held in Clearfield, Saturday, October 10th, in 
St. John’s Lutheran Church and the other in Pottsville, Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Saturday, October 24th. Both conferences were 


well attended and included discussion groups on every one of the 
Departments. 


_.. Just as this. issue reaches you, the 17 Districts of Pennsylvania 
will be uniting in their Annual State-wide Thanksgiving Rally, held 
simultaneously in_ practically every District, the evening of Tuesday, 
November 24th. Further details concerning this will appear in a later 
edition. 

Visiting our various Districts 
the following items to report: 


Allentown District: One item of particular interest is the success 
marking the two outdoor Devotional Services held by the District 
during the summer months. In July, more than 1,000 attended the 
Vespers in West Park, Allentown, and in August an outdoor De- 
votional, sponsored by four local Leaguers of Allentown was also 
well attended in Union Terrace, Allentown. 


Plans are under way for an active Fail and Winter 
further news and details to appear in our next issue. 


Berks District held its 85th Semi-Annual Convention in St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, Hamburg, September 26th. A well planned 
program was presented. Officers were re-elected with LeRoy Moser 
as District President. The Intermediates of Berks had their own 
rally, October 9th, with Rey. Wolf, National Intermediate 
Secretary as one of the speakers. 

Harrisburg District: The Second Annual 
young people of Cumberland, Adams 
sponsored by Harrisburg District 
League, Thursday, October 8th. 
a later issue. 


A new feature of the early Fall program of the District was the 
holding of the first Open Air Rally in Reservoir Park, Harrisburg, 
Sunday, September 13th. Henry V. Scheirer, State President was 
the speaker. 


Tuesday Evening, October twentieth, witnessed one of the best 
Banquets in the history of the Harrisburg District. Filled to over- 
flowing the banquet hall of Memorial Lutheran Church, suddenly 
became the air base for a ‘‘Flight Around the World.”’ In moments 
of ecstasy and thrills beyond compare the Luther Leaguers literally 
“dropped in’ on every section of the world for but a few, brief 
moments. Pilot George King Keet, Jr., (President) presided. 


Johnstown District held its convention in September, at Meyers- 
dale, Pa. Plans are under way for an active Winter season in the 
District and a fuller development thereof will appear in these 
columns next month. 


Lancaster District is still the only one in the State that makes 
a very careful collection of newspaper clippings covering not only 
District events but local League meetings. ‘hey secure space in 
the newspapers of their District covering all manner of League 
gatherings, running from socials, picnics, etc., to Devotional rallies 
and special local League meetings, speakers and, of course, District 
conventions. 

Philadelphia District held its Fall Convention in Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Saturday, October 17th. The drive to make the 
1937 State Convention, to be held in Philadelphia a success, was in- 
augurated at this convention. Special plans are under way to meet 
the full quota of the Convention Fund by January 31st, 1937. 


The District also has a complete schedule of meetings for the 
Winter arranged, headed by the State-wide Rally to be held in each 
of the five Sections of the District, Tuesday, November 24th; the 
District Presidents’ Conference, scheduled for Saturday, January 9th, 
and the Annual Live-Wire Dinner is set for Thursday, February 10th. 


Upper Lehigh Valley District held its Fall Convention at Auden- 
ried, Pa., Wednesday, November 11th; will hold its Thanksgiving 
Rally in Christ Lutheran Church, Hazleton, Pa., November 24th and 
has its District Banquet scheduled for Palmerton, Pa., at the 
Neighborhood House at a date to be announced later. 


York District: The 42nd Annual District Conveniton was held 
in St. James Lutheran Church, West York, Pa., Saturday, Novem- 
ber 14th. The convention theme was “Living For Jesus.” The 
speaker at the evening session was Rev. E. Martin Grove, President 
of the Synod of East Pennsylvania. 

The Intermediates of York District deserve special_mention. 
They sponsored the October issue of the District paper, “The Tele- 
League.” Furthermore, Vernon Spurley, Grace, Red Lion, submitted 
the poster advertising the Wilkes-Barre Convention which was the 
one printed and used throughout the State. : 


League Literature: A new piece of literature was added to that 
already in existence, when the State Executive Committee authorized 
the State Publicity Chairman to edit a leaflet embodying the salient 
points of the 1936 Wilkes-Barre Convention. This leaflet covers in 
‘brief, the work of every League Dejartment together with other 
pertinent material of a nature making the folder of value in all 
Luther League handbooks. A limited supply is available to any 
readers desiring copies. Simply write the undersigned at 63 - 
Hortter Street, Mt. Airy, Philadelphia, Pa. 

MARVIN H. ECKARDT 
Publicity Chairman 


throughout the States, we find 


season, 


Rally of Lutheran 
and Franklin Counties was 
in conjunction with the State 
Further details will appear in 
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Suggestions For NEW YEAR’S EVE PROGRAM 


Social and “Watch Night” Service 
Suggestion: Hold the Devotional Hour in a separate 
room prior to the Social Program. 
Invitations: In form of bells, various colors. 
Decorations: Use Christmas decorations. 
Devotional Hour Suggestions: 


Parish School Hymnal: Opening and Closing Versicles for 
for Epiphany. Common Service Book: Vespers. 


Social Program Suggestions: 

If the number is large enough, divide the group 
into four sections, naming each division after a season. 
These divisions may be selected by having those born 
in their seasons form the groups. Each group is directed 
to one of the four corners of the room, care being taken 
that the groups are divided evenly, 

Select four leaders to direct progressive games in 
each of the four groups. For example: After Leader 
No. 1 has played his game with Group No. 1, that group 
progresses to Leader No. 2, and Leader No. 1 remains 
to direct his game with the new group. Do this until 
all four games are played by each of the four groups. 

Watch Game 


Find the following on or in a watch: 


A marriage symbol. (ring) 

What is sometimes called a pretty girl’s fortune? (face) 
Part of a wagon. (wheels) 

Part of a flower. (stem) 

A flower. (Four o’clock) 

Twice used. (second hand) 

Read by the secretary. (minutes) 
A, season. (Spring) 

Parts of a human body. (hands) 
Very clear glass. (crystal) 

Used for ornament. (jewels) 

A herb. (Thyme—time) 

Sign of bandage. (chain) 

What a dog does. (watches) 
Interesting to*a doctor. (case) 
Part of a bed. (tick) 


Father Time 

Leaguers form a circle. A boy is selected for “Father 
Time” and a girl chosen for “New Year.’ These two 
are blindfolded and placed inside the circle. “Father 
Time” is to catch the “New Year’ as quickly as possible. 
The “New Year” is to evade “Father Time” as long as 
she can. They have nothing to guide them except the 

sound of approaching footsteps and the circle itself. 
When the “New Year” is finally caught, “Father 
Time” and the “New Year” select another couple. These 
two are blindfolded and the game continues. Keep 
everything moving rapidly. ‘ 
Watch the Leader 3 
Leaguers are seated in circle formation. “It” leaves 
the room while the group selects a leader to begin 
various motions which they are to follow (waving hand- 
kerchief, scratching arm, etc.). “It” returns, stands in- 
side the circle and tries to guess who is leading the 
motions. When “It” guesses correctly, the motion lead- 
er becomes “It.” : 
Dizzy Doings 
Divide the group into even teams, numbering each 
team consecutively. Number One person on each team 
is given a bean bag. The game proceeds by the Numbers 
One throwing the bean bags to Numbers Two of the 
opposite teams and so forth. This they do at high speed, 
although no team member must be missed in the passing. 
If bag is dropped, the player making error must recover 
it himself and return to his position before passing it on. 

(Ball may be used instead of a bean bag.) 
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The Monthly 


Financial Reports 


But little time remains to complete the 1936 


Has your State or Synodical 
Will you be on 


obligations. 
League reached the quota? 
the Honor Roll this year? 


DUES REPORT 
November 7, 1936 


P Senior Intermediate 

Billed Paid Billed Paid 
7—Northern California 27.50 27.50 4.00 4.00 
Southern California ...... 74.00 1.60 
i1—Columbia District .... 39.50 39.50 3.70 soi) 
10—Connecticut ......... 44.50 44.50 17.50 17230 
Z—FLOLIGAN Us ieiele sloveleielare sir 27.50 27.50 5.00 5.00 
i4—Georgia-Alabama ..... 79.75 79575 10.70 10.70 
LUN serCY Be ooe musiepeveleialisuetotstere 231.25 20,00 35.00 12.00 
Ethel Ta) A eerere vata a air cr ehalsl susyare 6% 151.25 23.00 20.90 11.40 
ASO Ee doooabes ooub eS a 76.25 76.25 10.00 10.00 
Keansasmctcteretstetei-visielelerels lalate 116.25 58.14 11.00 5.52 
i3—Kentucky-Tennessee .. 46.25 46.25 4.40 4.40 
12—Maryland 263.00 280.75 43.60 45.50 
Michigan ....c.s-seeeeees §5.25 23.05 11.60 2.20 
Mimnesota .......4- 46.25 ose 9.60 9.30 
— Mississippi 12.50 ij 
erred te : 177.00 112.59 14.60 3.66 
German Nebraska ........ 71.50 17.88 Lae 
3—-News Jerseys caiseicie- 1 136.25 136.25 35.00 35.00 
New York ....... 5 aie 563.00 396.30 121.70 88.40 
8—North Carolina ....... 643.00 643.00 71.40 71.40 
Obiowencnees Se eH 325.00 162.50 33.20 24.70 
5—Pacific Northwest ..... 24.25 24.25 3.40 3.40 
Pennsylvania ............ 2,340.75 1,950.60 238.30 238.30 
Rocky Mountain ......... 20.00 5.01 2.00 
Southe Carolina ecrecoml sce 418.25 289.25 47.50 36.72 
WGI GaganddogDogDeddsUL 82.50 41.28 8.60 
WARS ITA Walotersteleherelsielelelrsieye 541.75 451.50 17.50 14.60 
i—West Virginia ........ 81.50 81.50 2.30 2.30 
9—Wisconsin }.........-- 82500 82.00 17.60 17.60 
Winnipeg, Manitoba ..... 3.00 

$6,797.75 $5,195.60 $799.70 $679.30 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND REPORT 
January 1 to November 7, 1936 


Total Alumni 
Paid Gift 
League Quota to Date Sust. Cont. Mem’ 
Northern California.$ 25.00 $20.00 $20.00 
Southern California. 50.00 1.00 $1.00 
Columbia District .. 30.00 21.00 5.00 6.00 $10.00 
Connecticut) - cei 35.00 10.00 10.00 
HilOTId ay eiiele ater 20.00 11.00 5.00 1.00 5.00 
Georgia-Alabama 50.00 42.50 35.00 7.50 
itty Be dcoasocus 150.00 29.00 5.00 14.00 10.00 
Atidiania yee re /ctete eters 70.00 3.00 3.00 
OWA is ctelere aioheisieie 60.00 54.41 29.00 5.00 20.41 
Kansas) scent. eaters 30.00 2.00 2.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee 25.00 20.00 20.00 
Maryland Riacelalsis 300.00 249.00 170.00 34.00 45.00 
ichi 60.00 24.00 15.00 4.00 5.00 
ats 70.00 11.00 5.00 6.00 
Mississippi ........ 10.00 5.00 5.00 
German Nebraska.. 10.00 
WNebraskcay eriecleleee 110.00 29.00 20.00 4.00 5.00 
New Jersey ....... 125.00 79.00 55.00 14.00 10.00 
New York ........ 400.00 208.25 1125 37.00 60.00 
North Carolina ... 300.00 177.00 90.00 22.00 65.00 
(CIN) “soccsenonecns 7A) 57.00 45.00 7.00 5.00 
eerie N. W. . ares 20.00 20.00 
Pennsylvania ...... 1,315.00 667.00 275.00 137. : 
Rocky Mountain .. 10.00 Baer 
South Carolina .... 250.00 146.00 100.00 41.00 5.00 
Texas © a uinie sles Sansa 55.00 27.00 15.00 12.00 
RAIS EREY Asagccoooo — VAIN) 130.00 90.00 30.00 10.00 
West Virginia ..... 25.00 6.00 1.00 5.00 
Wisconsin ........ $0.00 5.00 5.00 
Canada men encicrssye 6.00 6.00 


a Pe a A 
$2,060.16 $1,130.25 $394.50 $535.41 


Towa Luther League 


for 1935 32.00 32.00 


ten e wens 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


CHINA PROJECT 
November 7, 1936 


Total 
Paid 4 

League Quota to Date Senior Inter. Junior 
3—N. California ... $36.00 $36.00 $36.00 
Southern California 119.60 6.00 6.00 
Columbia District 77.20 30.31 30.31 
Connectictte ire. 98.80 
Eloridar = sreexrsteeraivis 44.00 
Georgia-Alabama 141.60 88.72 70.26 $16.04 $2.42 
2—Illinois ........ 370.00 375.00 375.00 
iGaebekey Gocgcohocc 248.40 
LO wall wwieinosiont oe 132.00 36.87 36.87 
Kan Saste wrcr- esr tentsice 80.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee 75.60 34.00 34.00 
Maryland Secr o cic 732.00 500.82 468.32 15.50 17.00 
Mol sete hy aseec ore 133.20 12.46 10.00 2.46 
Minnesota. .s-s-errexs 74.00 30.00 23.60 6.40 
MISSISSIPPI i cits 64.00 9.00 9.00 
INebraskar 7 oyjenveeree 298.80 77.20 76.70 .50 
German Nebraska 103.20 43.60 43.60 
New Jersey ...... 174.00 94.03 70.23 14.90 8.90 
INew “Wiork Orso non 852.40 552.40 547.90 4.50 
North Carolina 1,104.40 404.40 404.40 
One PS ane aang 520.00 130.73 121.88 8.85 
Pacific NeW) eee 46.80 
Pennsylvania ...... 3,831.60 1,529.81 1,335.23 97.58 97.00 
Rocky Mountain 36.00 
South Carolina .... 518,40 259.20 230.15 29.05 
Teas: aitcntaue Sieemecets 70.00 14.25 10.00 4.25 
Wabgeabotiey Qietae od noc 718.00 12.61 8.50 Su 1.00 
West Virginia 138.80 23725 23.25 
1—Wisconsin ..... 128.40 128.40 93.40 35.00 
Ganadar ge omc careers 50.00 50.00 

$10,967.20 $4,479.06 $4,104.60 $227.58 $146.88 


A SUCCESSFUL LEAGUE CAN ANSWER “YES” 
TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

Are your selected and notified a 
ahead? 

Are your meetings advertised in your Church bulle- 
tin, local newspaper, via posters and announcements? 

Do your meetings begin on time regardless of the 
number of members present? A meeting may be begun 
with silent prayer as well as with the singing of a hymn. 

Do your leaders present the topic orally, or is it 
read? The latter is good evidence of last minute prep- 
aration. 

Are most of your Leaguers willing to volunteer to 
take charge of the meeting when the leader doesn’t 
show up? 

Do all your members know what the League’s ob- 
ligations are, whether they have been met or what plans 
have been made to meet them? : O44 

Are your members ready to offer prayer without 
always looking to the pastor to do so? 

When asked to lead a meeting, do you inform your 
president what your plans are or what you would like to 
have help in doing? 

Are your Leaguers regular in Church attendance? 

Are things accomplished at your business meetings? 

Do you occasionally ask an adult member of your 
Church to lead a meeting? 

Do you recognize visitors at your meeting, and ask 
them to come again? 

Do your Leaguers understand that only sacred musi- 
cal numbers fit into a sacred program? 

Are weak members expected to help in a small way, 
and strong members in a big way? 

Is there a spirit of Friendliness among your group? 

Does a spirit of success prevail in your League 
rather than uncertainty and failure? 

Is your League active in Church affairs and do your 
Leaguers get behind a movement started by the Church? 

ANDREW DROPKO 


leaders month 
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Riding Gu The Cir 


(By Anthony Wayne) 
“Only the Air Mail Came Through 


Storms or what-not ever daunt the courage and skill of the mail pilots who take the mail through 
although trains and motor trucks may be tied up below 


ride the currents of the upper air, taking the 
luck of the weather and defying the elements to 
get the mail through. 

“Neither snow nor rain 

Nor heat nor gloom of night 

Stays these couriers 

From the swift completion 

Of their appointed rounds.” 

The Air Mail has unofficially adopted that slogan 
because its pilots and planes in the pursuit of their daily 
duties need no qualifications, concessions, apologies or 
excuses. The long trip is begun at New Brunswick, New 
Jersey, just across from the heart of New York. The 
next stop is Bellefonte, where the plane is rushed to a 
concrete apron and four men attack it, one going for the 
gasoline tank to fill it, one going for the oil tank, a third 
for the motor check-up and a fourth goes after the ig- 
nition system. In twenty minutes the plane is in the air 
again. If a longer delay is encountered, it is charged 
to the pilot. Should serious trouble be found with the 
craft, making repairs a matter of hours, a reserve plane 
is wheeled from the hangar, the mail is transferred and 
the plane is off for Cleveland. There are from four to six 
reserve planes at all fields. 

At Cleveland another plane and a new pilot are 
standing by to receive the mail as the incoming craft 
lands, Through to Bryan, Ohio, and then fueled and on 
to Chicago. 

Out of Chicago for Iowa City stopping for fuel and 
then on to Omaha, Nebraska, and forward on the air 
line for Cheyenne, Salt Lake City, Reno, and the West. 

These pilots have gone through with the mail when 
even the transcontinental passenger trains have been 
stalled. Their ice-sheathed ships careening through ter- 
rific gales, a lonely figure, half-frozen and blinded by 
the snow, fighting to keep the craft on an invisible course 
a mile or more in the air. This is the spirit that makes 
the air mail service reliable and efficient. 

These men have flown in all kinds of weather, in and 
out of season. In fact, they have recognized no season 
except where they have had to fly in their pajamas dur- 
ing excessive heat and in fur-lined suits through the 
bitter cold. 

Of course, there are moonlit nights when a clear 
sky lays bare the earth over which the planes carry the 
mail at an average speed of one hundred miles an hour. 
Flying then is a delightful sensation. The man at the 
controls has little more to do than the engineer of the 
express train flashing past the tank towns. Underneath 
and as far as the pilot can see the beacons twinkle from 
mountain tops and emergency fields. There are solid 
shafts of light flashing along the course, pointing the 
way to safe landings for his craft if he must come down 
before his next port of call. 


1) after day, night after night, the mail planes 


But there are other nights, nights without a star, 
when the wind sweeps across the sky to rock the plane 
and swing it off the course. There are nights when the 
beacons are blotted out by fog and mist and snow. The 
pilot is then confronted with the possibility of being 
forced down against the earth he cannot see. There are 
nights of cold that it is difficult for a man to endure, 
and there are mechanical troubles and then lightning 
that blinds. 


A terrific storm swept over Pennsylvania one night 
in June. The wind uprooted trees and a cloudburst 
drenched the surface, which shifted restlessly in a series 
of landslides. A passenger train was derailed by a wash- 
out and more than fifty lives were lost. Railroad men 
said they never had been out in such a night. Nor had 
J. D. Hill, the daring birdman of the air. 


Over the exceedingly dangerous mountain ridges 
east of Bellefonte, he felt a blast of cold air sweep up 
from behind, and in an instant the machine was being 
hurled forward in the grip of a tail wind, while masses 
of black, wet clouds tumbled about him with suffocating 
swiftness. He lost sight of the beacons, but as the wind 
was pushing him along at marvelous speed in the di- 
rection he wanted to go, he decided to let it keep up 
the good work. He would try to beat the storm into 
the home fields. At any rate, it was now too late to do 
anything else, for he could not have seen where to land. 


With the first lightning flash came the rain. He 
nosed the plane up to get over the storm, but the clouds 
were too thick. They must have been bunched together 
until they had piled up in layers, for Hill could not get 
above them. He had been out in hundreds of storms, 
but he says that he never saw the equal of this. 


The lightning was a series of rapid-fire explosions. 
The sky seemed to split open with each flash, sending 
rings of fire crackling and hissing across his path. It 
was so constant that it actually obscured the lights on his 
instrument board. He could not read the dials. There 
was no telling whether he was steering a true course 
or how high he was flying. The thunder made such a 
racket that he could not hear his engine and by that you 
may know it was certainly deafening. 


There came one ugly crash which seared the heavens 
from one horizon to the other, ripping the clouds apart 
as if they had been made of confetti. Hill found him- 
self temporarily helpless. He felt the plane lurch to 
one side and over. The tug of his safety belt warned 
him he was flying upside down. His machine had ap- 
parently been knocked out by lightning. 

Frantically he worked at the controls, half expect- 
ing the engine to stop or catch fire. But he at last man- 
aged to right it and he rode home on an even keel, but 
he is sure to this day that his plane was struck. 


—OUR YOUNG PEOPLE 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


The 1937 Luther League Topics 


JANUARY—Good Things in 
Christian Life 


3—Love: What Is Love? 
I Corinthians 13 :4-8 
10—Joy: How to be Happy. 
Psalm 112:1-7 : 
17—Hope: The Spirit of Optimism 
John 16:33 : 
24—Poise: Ready for Anything 
Philippians 4:11-13 
3i—Missionary Day. “Our Lutheran Church 
in China and our Opportunity” 
II Corinthians 8:1-5 


FEBRUARY—Using My Bible 

7—Tuning in Daily 

Psalm 119 :97-104 : 
14—Best Ways of Using the Bible 

II Timothy 3:16, 17 
21i—In Solving Personal Problems 

Ephesians 6:17 
28—Pocket Testament League Day 


MARCH—Portraits of Our Lord 


3—Christ and the Rich Young Ruler 
Mark 10:17-22 

14—Christ in Gethsemane 
Luke 22 :39-46 

21—Christ Crucified 
Matthew 27 :33-50 

28—Easter Program 


APRIL—What We Know About God 


4—From Science and History—His Power and 
Majesty. Romans 1:19, 20 
11—From Christ—His Love 
I John 4:9, 10, 16 
18—From Christian Experience—His Care and 
Grace. Romans 8 :23-28 
25—A Day in Tai Tung Chen 
Mark 1:21-35 


JANUARY—“ Prayers” 


3—Bible Prayers 
Luke 11:1-4 
10—When and How to Pray 
I Thessalonians 5:17; Matthew 6:5-8; 
James 5:13-18 
17—Answered Prayers 
John 14:12-15; John 11:41, 42; Acts 
21-17 


3i1—Missionary—“‘Our Lutheran Church in 
China—Our Opportunity”’ 
II Corinthians 8:1-5 


FEBRUARY—“Readers” 


7—Readers of the Bible 
Luke 4:16-21; Acts 17:10-12 
14—Reading Good Literature 
Philippians 4:8, 9 
21—Reading Missionary Literature 
Acts 10:1-48 
26—Helping Others Read (Pocket Testament 
League Day) Acts 8 :26-40 


MARCH—“Listeners”’ 


7—Listening to the Inner Voice 
I Samuel 3:1-21 
14—Listening to Adults 
Ephesians 6:1-9 
21—Listening to the Movies 
I Corinthians 14:10 
28—“‘An Easter Program” 
Luke 24:1-12 


APRIL—*“Learners” 


4—What School Has Done for Me 
Proverbs 16:16-23 

i11—What I’ve Done for the School 
Luke 12:48 

i8—Learners in the Church 
II Timothy 3:14-17 

25—“‘A Day in Tai Tung Chen” 
Mark 1:21-35 


SENIOR TOPICS 


MAY—Life Service 


2—What Have I? 
Ephesians 4:7, 11-13 
9—Mother’s Day Program 
Exodus 2:1-9 
16—Serving Without a Job 
Galations 6:7-10 
23—Making the Most of Life 
1 Peter 4:10, 11 
30—Beneath the Smoke Stacks 
Romans 15;1-7 


JUNE—Our Church 


6—Moving Through the Centuries 
Revelation 22:1, 2 

13—The Church of the World 
John 8:31, 32 


20—What Happened after the Reformation? 


Revelation 3:7-13 
27—People Who Live Next Door 
John 4:39-42 


JULY—Government 


4—Patriotic Program 

11—What are Governments For? 
Romans 13:1-7 

18—Present Forms of Government 
I Peter 2:13-16 

25—Along the Mountain Trails 
Psalm 121 


AUGUS1!—Recreation 


1—Wholesome Fun 
Ephesians 5:15-20 
8—The Value of Sports 
I Corinthians 9 :24-27 
15—Play Planned for Character 
Colossians 3:16, 17 
22—(Materials for Recreation) 
29—Missionary Stories 
Acts 15 :4-12 


INTERMEDIATE TOPICS 


MAY—“Doers” 


2—Doing for God (Life Service Day) 


I Peter 4:10, 11 


9—Doing in the Home (Mother’s Day) 


Luke 22:27 
16—Doing for Others 
Matthew 7:12 
23—Doing for Self 
Matthew 6:33 
30—'‘‘Beneath the Smokestacks’”’ 
Romans 5:1-7 


JUNE—“ Conquerors’ 


o—Conquering Self (Fear, Doubt, etc.) 


1 Corinthians 9 :24-27 
13—Controlling Environment 

Luke 10:1-10; Mark 16:17, 18 
20—Getting Along with Others 

I Peter 3:8-12 
27—Christ Conquering Me 

Philippians 2:5; Acts 9:1-6 


JULY—“Celebrators” 
4—Celebrating the Fourth 
Hebrews 11:8-10 
11—Church Celebrations 
Psalm 42 
18—-My Standards in the Crowd 
I Corinthians 15:33 
. 25—Along the Mountain Trails 
Psalm 121 


AUGUST—‘Riders” 
1—Hobby Riders 
Hebrews 6:12 
8—Amusement Riders 
Luke 8:14 
15—Auto Riders 
Psalm 16:5-8 
22—Nature Riders 
Psalm 8 
29—Missionary Stories 
Acts 1534-12 


SEPTEMBER—Luther League Ideals 


5—Labor Day Program 
12—Luther League Ideals 
19—Luther League Programs 
26—Luther League Day 


OCTOBER—Multiplying Christians 
3—Prepared to Win 
Ephesians 6:10-18 
10—How to Share Christ Faithfully 
I Corinthians 9:16-23 
17—Weaving in the Won 
Acts 18:24-28 
24—A Gilt-Edge Investment 
Revelation 7:1-4, 9-17 ; 
31—Reformation Day Program 
1537, 1637, 1737 


NOVEMBER—Social Ethics 


7—Trouble Next Door 
Luke 10 :29-37 

14—Strange Bloods ° 
Acts 17:24-28 

21—Minorities 
James 2:1-5 

28—Missions in Many Tongues 
Acts 2:5-12 


DECEMBER—Peace on Earth 

5—Peace Movements 

Romans 12:18-21 
12—Inner Peace 

Philippians 4:6-9 
19—The Prince of Peace 

Isaiah 9:6, 7 
26—World-Wide Tidings 

Mark 16:15-18 


SEPTEMBER—“Cooperators”’ 


5—Cooperating.with God 
I Corinthians 3:9-15 
12—Cooperating.with Other Races 
Matthew 5:13-16; Acts 11:1-15 
19—Cooperating-in the Congregation 
Acts 6:1-4 
26—Cooperating.in. Luther League Work 
(Luther League Day) 


OCTOBER—“Winners” 
3—The Master’s Method—How to Win 
Matthew 4:18-20 
10—Winners All 
Luke 14:23 
17—Winners for World Peace 
Romans 12:17-22 
24—“A Gilt-Edge Investment’’ 
Revelation 7:1-4, 9-17 
3i—Reformation Day Program 
1537, 1637, 1737 


NOVEMBER—“Wanderers” 
7—Getting Off the Track 
Luke 15:11-16 
14—Christ. The Way Back 
Take doa 
—Let Us Give Thanks (Thanksgivi 
a Peat ph s (Thanksgiving Day) 
Missions in Many To 
Acts 2):5-12 if aes 


DECEMBER—“Good Willers” 
5—Our Christmas Traditions 
Matthew 2:1-12 a 
12—The Great Madonnas 
Luke 2:15-20 
19—Christmas Carols 
Luke 1:46-56 
26—“World Wide Tidings’ 
Mark 16:15-18 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


The 1937 Luther League Topics 


JANUARY 
3—Who Is God? 
10—I See God Through Nature 
17—-I See God In The Bible 
24—(Missionray) Light Brigade Topic 
31—Missionary Sunday—China (with Seniors) 


FEBRUARY 
7—I See God Through Jesus 
14—I Find God Through Prayer 
21—(Missionary) Light Brigade Topic 
28—(Missionary) Light Brigade Topic 


MARCH 
7—I Find God in The Church 
14—God In My Daily Life 
21—(Missionary) Light Brigade Topic 
28—Easter 


APRIL 
4—My Home 
11—My Parents 
18—My Brothers and Sisters 
25—(Missionary) Light Brigade Topic 


JUNIOR TOPICS 


MAY 
2—Home Chores 
9—Mother’s Day 
16—Helping With the Home Budget 
23—(Missionary) Light Brigade Topic 
30—Life Service Day 


JUNE 
6—My Home Program 
13—Bringing In My Friends 
20—Making Home Worth While 
27—(Missionary) Light Brigade Topic 


JULY 
4—My Body 
11—Keeping Fit 


18—How We Get Our Food, Clothes and 
Shelter 


25—-(Missionary) Light Brigade Topic 


AUGUST 
1—Harmful Practices 
.8—IIness—Why? 
15—Doctors, Nurses and Hospitals 
22—Death—What Does It Mean? 
29—(Missionary) Light Brigade Topic 


SEPTEMBER 
5—A Healthy Community 
12—-Helps To Health 
19—(Missionary) Light Brigade Topic 
26—Luther League Day 


OCTOBER 
3—Seeing The Beautiful 
10—God: The Giver of All Things Beautiful 
17—God and the Harvest 
24—(Missionary) Light Brigade Topic 
31—Reformation Day Program 


NOVEMBER 
7—Workers Who Give Us Beauty 
14—Beautiful Lives in History 
21—Thanksgiving 
28—(Missionary) Light Brigade Topic 


DECEMBER 
5—Some Beautiful Lives of Today 
12—Some Beautiful Lives in the Church 
19—(Missionary) Light Brigade Topic 
26—Christmas 


“LITTLE LEAGUERS” PROGRAMS 


JANUARY 
3—Eskimo Children 
10—The Shepherd Psalm 
17—Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us 
24—God: The Father of All 
31—Christ Blessing Little Children 


FEBRUARY 
7—From Greenland’s Icy Mountains 
14—Children Greet Jesus 
21—The Last Supper 
28—Gethsemane: Teach Me to Pray 


MARCH 
7—Brown Children of India 
14—The Trial 
21—The Crucifixion 
28—Easter: The Resurrection 


APRIL 
4—Chinese Boys and Girls 
11—The Story of the Flood 
18—The Children’s Friend 
25—Little Samuel 


MAY 
2—Japanese Cousins 
9—My Home 
16—My Brothers and Sisters 

23—Helpers at Home 
30—Bible Boys and Girls 


JUNE 
6—God’s Care 
13—God’s Helpers 
20—This Is My Father’s World 
27—All Things Bright and Beautiful 


JULY 
4—God’s Day 
11—God’s House 
18—God’s School 
25—God’s Book 


AUGUST 
1—Kembo 
8—Kembo 
15—Kembo 
22—Kembo 
29—Kembo 


SEPTEMBER 
5—African Boys and Girls 
12—Shine, Shine, Shine 
19—Good Samaritan: Be Kind 
26—Baby Moses 


OCTOBER 
.3—God’s Garden 
10—The Little Boy and His Lunch 
17—Jesus In The Storm 
24—Daniel In The Lion’s Den 
31—Jesus Helps a Blind Man 


NOVEMBER 
7—The People Who Came Here in Boats 
14—-For All Things Give Thanks 
21—For All things Give Thanks 
28—The Greatest Gift 


DECEMBER 
5—The Shepherds 
12—The. Baby Jesus 
19—The Wise Men 
26—A Christmas Program 
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BETWEEN THE BOOKENDS 


“The Past, Present and Future of the Jews,” by D. 
B. Bravin: The League Memorial, 5809 Hays Street, 
Pittsburgh, Pa.; price 15 cents per copy or $10.00 per 
100, postage prepaid. 

This is a booklet prepared by one who has been a 
Christian Missionary to the Jews for a number of years 
and has presented in this booklet some helpful messages 
on the past history, the intellectual, religious, material 
and political present, with a prophecy concerning the 
Jew. The booklet will be helpful in getting a clearer 
conception of the way in which the Church may succeed 
in bringing about a reconciliation between the Jews and 


the Christ-Messiah. 
P. M. KINPORTS 


“The Perfect Life,’ by Lehr A. McCord; The 


Lutheran Literary Board; price, $1.50. 

The sub-title of this volume offers 
tion of its contents, “A Life of Jesus according to the 
Gospel Writers.” It is not exactly a harmony of the 
four gospels, but the material is presented in the form 
of a continuous narrative with appropriate headings for 
the larger sections. The text of the American Revised 
Version is used. Eighteen chapters with main titles and 
sub-heads indicate the periods and events in the life of 
Jesus Christ. Two excellent indices are added giving 
every event and important thought presented by the 
Gospels, as anxiety, faith, value of faith, forgiveness, 
etc., can thus be easily found. 

This work will be found helpful as a guide to 
Bible classes or to individuals who wish to study the 


events and words of “The Perfect Life.” 
P. M. KINPORTS 


an explana- 


“A Lutheran Handbook,” by Amos John Traver; 
United Lutheran Publication House; price, 50 cents. 


Here is a book the youth of the Lutheran Church 
have been searching for—a concise, readable book about 
the Lutheran Church, her history, her distinctive doc- 
trines and methods of work. This handbook provides a 
fund of information that otherwise could be gleaned 
only by going through scores of books. 
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It has ten chapters with the following headings: 
The Man (Luther); The Mother Church; The Lutheran 
Church in America; The Church Year; The Common 
Service; The Way of Salvation; The Means of Grace; 
The Educational Method; Missions; The Body of Christ. 


This book would be a valuable addition to the Luther 
League reference library and will serve as information 
in helping to reach the un-Churched. 

P. M. KINPORTS 


“Going To College,’ written by the Staff of The 
Lutheran Board of Education; United Lutheran Pub- 
lication House; price, 50 cents. 


The first few days on the campus are the most 
important days in the entire collegiate career of any 
college student. In the first days impressions are made 
and attitudes are formed that will determine in a large 
measure the effectiveness of the total college experience. 


Therefore, it is highly important that those who are 
anticipating entering college should have some informa- 
tion, clearly defined objectives, carefully laid plans, and 
detailed provisions for the first critical days of college 
experience. 


Here is a splendid book which will help college 
students to face their college problems from the point 
of view of a Christian philosophy of life. It is well 
written by those who have had years of contact with 
students and college life. It covers such subjects as 
selecting courses, vocations, friends, college activities, 
how to study, and the place of the Bible, prayer and the 
Church in the student’s life. 


A young lady having read a copy of this book pre- 
vious to entering and now enrolled in one of the large 
colleges, has this to say: “The book, ‘Going to College,’ 
which you gave me was certainly helpful and many of 
the first problems confronting me at the start of my 
college life had been solved through the fine suggestions 
I received from this book. I prize it highly and know 
it will be of further help to me. Thank you for your 
kindness.” 

P. M. KINPORTS 
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SENIOR TOPICS=Monthly Theme: “Hymn Studies” 


December 6, 1936 
Second Sunday in Advent 
HYMNS IN WORSHIP 


Colossians 3:16 


(By Rev. Grady Davis, Whitestown, Indiana) 

Note: It is suggested that in case the League’s background 
does not include a genuine appreciation of the standard hymns an 
attempt be made to interest some member who will make a real 
study of hymns this year and act as special leader for these three 
programs. Such person need not be a singer. 


A Suggested Program 

Sing: “When Morning Gilds the Skies’ 

Announce the Topic 

Psalm 96 

Glor’a Patri 

Prayer: O Lord Jesus Christ, Who hast fulfilled to us God’s 
promise that we shorld have beauty for ashes, Who by Thy 
death hast given us life and by Thy sorrows hast made us re- 
joice: May Thy love be always a song within our hearts, that 


Singing we may serve Thee and our fellow men, and serving 
sing _a better song; Who liveth and reigneth with the Father and 
the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 
Offering 
Special Feature 
Present the Topic 
Discuss the Topic 
Sing: “Angel Voices Ever Singing” 
Prayer: Have three members select each a hymn stanza to use as 
Bes ae ce fees Lord and Father of Mankind,” in the 
i choo ymnal, as a ‘prayer, ei 
quietly, with bowed heads. a Eseceiieai cn cr! 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Benediction 


ASSIGNMENTS FOR MEMBERS 


Hymns In Worship 


Beyond my highest joy 

I prize her heavenly ways, 

Her sweet communion, solemn vows 
Her hymns of love and praise, ; 
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This noble thought will be true of every one of us 
when we realize the richness of the treasure stored 
between the covers of our hymn book. When we do 
that, we can never open it carelessly again. 

It is a treasure to which many people have con- 
tributed, each a mite, and of which few indeed have 
been able to furnish more than a little. In the third 
index of the Common Service Book are listed some 
three hundred and forty names of the authors of hymns. 
By far the most of them have written only one of these 
hymns. Thirty-seven hymns are the work of nameless 
people, entirely forgotten but for these few verses. Here 
we have the wisest and best moments. out of three 
hundred and seventy-five lives. Not often, in this sad 
world, is our cross lighted with an immortal glory. Not 
often, when it is, are there present gifts of mind and 
heart to transmute it into a song that many can make 
their own. Rare and precious are the words of those 
whose faith has risen victorious over trial, or else has 
taken their grief and shaped it into a thing of living 
beauty. 

Most of us know the story of the origin of a few 
hymns. There was the little bird which, to escape a 
hawk, flew through an open window into the bosom of 
Charles Wesley, symbolizing his own escape from 
trouble and inspiring the writing of ‘‘Jesus, Lover of 
My Soul.” There was the sickening faithlessness of 
human love from which George Matheson turned to cry, 
“OQ Love That Will Not Let Me Go.” There was the 
dark shadow of weakness and fear on John Henry New- 
man’s mind out of which came the intensely human, 
strangely-moving prayer, “Lead, Kindly Light, Amid 
The Encircling Gloom.” Of most hymns no such defi- 
nite crigin in experience is known. We may be very 
sure, however, that there is not one of them, to the 
last “anonymous” in the book, but breathes the very 
fragrance of the soul itself, of a heart bruised by the 
fists of life and healed by the fingers of infinite com- 
passion. 


Personal and Universal 

It is at first surprising that poems which express 
Such intimately personal feelings should become the 
vessels of all men’s praise, that verses penned to ease 
the burden of one soul should sweep whole congrega- 
tions along on the tides of song. Almost every mood is 
expressed somewhere in a hymn, from the brooding 
guilt of “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” to the happy 
devotion of “How Blessed From the Bonds of Sin,” and 
from the bold and confident worship of “Holy, Holy, 
Holy, Lord God Almighty” to the yearning that fairly 
sobs in “Here Behold Me, As I Cast Me.” Yet it is 
all closer to our need than if we had written the words 
themselves. Hymns are like the Psalms in this respect. 
They are born of that one touch of honest sincerity that 
makes the whole world kin. 

The religion of Jesus Christ achieves in its hynms 
a unity that it has not found anywhere else. Music 
itself is not so universal a language as the language of 
the deepest human feelings. The hymns overflow all 
boundaries of time, race, and creed. The eighth century 
is far removed from us in every way, but then a lonely 
monk, vowed to perpetual poverty, wrote a hymn that is 
not far removed: “Art Thou Weary, Art Thou Languid?” 
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“Faith of Our Fathers” was also written by a Roman 
Catholic. So was “Jesus, The Very Thought of Thee.” 


“In the Cross of Christ I Glory” was written by a 
Unitarian; “Abide With Me” by an Episcopalian; “I 
Know That My Redeemer Lives” by a Baptist; “I 


Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” by a Presbyterian; 
“Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life” by a Method- 
ist; and “O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” by a 
Congregationalist. It was a Quaker who put this unity 
in words and set us singing, ‘‘O Lord and Master of us 
all, Whate’er our name or sign.” Toplady argued the- 
ology until midnight against Charles Wesley and before 
morning wrote “Rock of Ages,’ which in its faith, is so 
closely akin to Wesley’s “Jesus, Lover of My Soul.” 
Our hymns, it seems, are closer to Christ’s mind than 
our arguments. In them, as fulfilled 
Jesus’ prayer that we all may be one. 


The Use of Hymns for Worship 

Most people think of a hymn as something only to 
be sung in Church. Some of the greatest hymn-lovers, 
however, do not sing at all. There comes to mind the 
tone-deaf man who one day surprised his pastor by re- 
peating, one after the other, twenty of the greatest hymns 
word for word, to the last line. He explained that since 
he could not sing he found it delightful and most help- 
ful to know and meditate on the hymns. Most of us 
can recall hymns from which we have received strength 
and courage when we needed them. 
tions are more fruitful when we make use of them. 

Hymns should occupy an important place in all 
religious instruction. An idea of their importance may be 
gathered from the care with which every line, word, and 
even a punctuation mark has been considered and some- 
times revised in editing them. There is no better way 
to begin the preparation of a devotional topic than to 
consider what the hymns have to say about it. 

Great as is the value of the words of our hymns and 
much as we need a larger use of them in all forms of 
worship and study, it is still when joined to the deep 
spiritual power of music that they can do their mightiest 
work for us. The music of the hymns has been sifted 
and tested by long use as thoroughly as the words have 
been. In 1929 the leading organists of America graded 
some twenty-five hundred of the hundreds of thousands 
of tunes. Only thirteen tunes graded within a point of 
perfection, Nine of them are in the Common Service 
Book: 21, 113, 158, 182, 183 (Second tune, Old 124th), 
197 (Second tune, Austrian Hymn), 421, 492, 530. Good 
hymns are perfect miniatures of religious and musical 
lyricism. In most Churches that use a standard hymnal 
they are, next to the Scripture, by far the highest-grade 
material, musical or otherwise, used in the service. The 
average ‘special music” is of a far lower grade. 

The spiritual effectiveness of the hymns in our wor- 
ship is limited only by the intelligence of our selection 
and the appreciation and understanding with which we 
render them. They should never be used as time-killers 
or fillers of odd moments in a program. Each one has 
a most definite contribution to make to the thought and 
to the total effect of the service, by fixing an impression, 
or teaching a lesson, or creating an atmosphere. We are 
never more truly worshiping than when singing an 
appropriate hymn. 


nowhere else, is 


Our private devo- 
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As to the singing of them, we should remember that 
they are worthy of all the art we have. But hymn sing- 
ing is not primarily a work of art. It can use the best 
musicianship, but it can also be done effectively with 
very little musicianship. Many hesitate to sing becauseé 
they are not musicians. We should remember that the 
musical demands they make are as nothing compared to 
the other things they require of us. They require our 
understanding. They require that we rise to their own 
exalted mood. They demand of us a high sincerity and 
faith. If we have these without musicianship, we are 
far more likely to succeed in singing hymns effectively 
than if we are all musical artists. but lack these things. 
When we are willing to give to them the great things 
they ask, we shall receive even greater gifts in return. 


Definitions of a Hymn 

1. A Hymn is a shrine along a wilderness road, 
where once the shadow of a cross fell on the path and 
the pilgrim turned and saw the Lord. 


2. A Hymn is the record of a moment when love 
and sorrow, glory and shame, despair and faith dissolved 
together and exploded in spangles of sound. 


3. A Hymn is the notation in a dial-book of a 
wave-length where somebody tuned in the music of 
heaven. 

4. A Hymn is a pinch of incense at the bottom of 
the heart, which, when kept warm, sends up wisps of 
fragrance between thoughts, actions, smiles. 


KEY THOUGHTS 


Singing has been associated with worship from 
the earliest times. Mass singing necessarily be- 
comes metrical or measured. Psalms and hymns 
are metrical forms into which worship song flows. 
The noble and subtle emotions aroused in worship 
also tend to flow into metrical and poetic form. It 
is natural to sing in worship and to sing hymns. 
Hymns are the natural expression of religious 
feeling. 

The Old Testament Psalms are the hymns 
of the Jews. The book of Psalms is a fine collec- 
tion of them. They include almost every sort of 
worship emotion. The note of praise predominates, 
as it should predominate in the believer’s heart. 
Note the last seven Psalms are all songs of praise. 
(Read Psalms 146 and 150.) 

The Christian Church continued to use Psalms 
in its worship. In a little while new Psalms or 
songs of Christian worship developed. Many con- 
sider I Timothy 3:16 such an early Christian hymn. 
(Read I Timothy 3:16.) 

Other early Christian Psalms or hymns are still 
in use, e. g.: The Benedictus, (read Luke 1:68-79) 
and the familiar Magnificat, (Luke 1:46-55) and 
the Nunc Dimittis, (Luke 2:29-32). 

There are a number of translations of early 
Greek and Latin hymns in the Common Service 
Book, e. g.: The Day of Resurrection; Come, Ye 
Faithful, Raise the Strain; A Great and Mighty 
Wonder—from the Greek. There are forty-seven 
from the Latin, not all of them early. ; 

With the development of the Liturgy in the 
West, hymn singing, except the Canticles, gradu- 
ally fell out of the services. It was kept up in the 
homes and in informal meetings, especially among 
groups of heretics and others not closely allied to 
the regular Church. 

Singing was popular for many years before 
the Reformation. Luther and his associates used 
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the hymn as a ready means of reaching and teach- 
ing the people. It is said his hymns contributed 
as much to the popularity of the Reformation 
as anything else. He introduced them into the 
service. 

Later in the revivals more and more hymns 
came into use and later the Gospel Song. The 
hymns afford an almost perfect method of varying 
and intensifying worship. A skillful cantor or 
leader can build up great waves of intense and 
worshipful emotion. The effect will not end with 
the service. The hymns will continue to sing them- 
selves in the hearts and be sung in the homes of 
the worshipers, perpetuating the high emotion 
and establishing the truths contained in the song 
on which the emotion is built. 

The tunes associated with the words carry on 
the same way, Hymn tunes have been developed 
from the old chants of the Church and from popu- 
lar songs. Many have been composed especially 
for the words which they support. 

No one has a greater responsibility for the 
success of a Luther League meeting or a Church 
service than the person who selects and leads 
the hymns. 


For Discussion 

1, What is a hymn? 

2. Why are hymns used nearly everywhere in wor- 
ship? 

3. Where have the hymns in our Common Service 
Book come from? Someone should present a review of 
the source index in the Common Service Book. 

4. How many hymns are used in the Church 
services? 

5. Could there be a service entirely of hymns? 

6. Are hymns effective when read? Try it. Have 
someone read a hymn well. Have the whole meeting 
read together a hymn slowly and with feeling. 


Reference Helps 


W. L. Hunton: Favorite Hymns. (ULCA) 
E. E. Harper: Church Music and Worship. Chapter III. 
(Abingdon Press) 


W. S. Pratt: Musical Ministries in the Church. (Revell) 

John J. Julian: Dictionary of Hymnology. (Murry London) 

Northwestern University School of Music: Bulletin No. III, 
Hymns and Hymn Singing, by Peter Christian Lutkin. Bul- 


San No. IV. The Problem of Music in the Church, by W. S. 
ratt. 


December 13, 1936 
Third Sunday in Advent 


GREAT ADVENT HYMNS 
Luke 1:67-79 
(By Rev. Grady Davis, Whitestown, Indiana) 


Suggested Program 


Sing: “On Jordan’s Banks the Herald’s Cry” 

Announce the Topic 

Scripture: Luke 1:67-79 

Prayer: Collect for the Second Sunday in Advent (Common 
Service Book) 

Offering 

Special Feature: A singing-study of “O Come, O Come 
Emmanuel” ; 

Present the Topic 

Discuss the Topic 


Sing: Read “O Very God of Very God.” i i 
The Lode Pave ry God,” quietly in concert 
Benediction 


ASSIGNMENTS FOR MEMBERS 


Singing—Study of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
There should be four readers, one for each stanza, 
with their parts thoroughly prepared, to assist the 
leader. The leader may be a special one chosen for this 
purpose, The accompanist and the League keep the 
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hymn before them always ready to sing. A glance at 
the accompanist will indicate when to begin each stanza. 
If the tune. “Veni, Veni, Emmanuel,” is not known to 
the League, someone should be prepared to sing it 
alone, or a quartet should have rehearsed it carefully. 
In any case, the League should join as soon as possible 
in the refrain, “Rejoice,”’ etc. The leader and readers 
stand up and the leader gives an introduction some- 
what as follows: 

Leader: This is probably the most famous of all 
Advent hymns. The words are from a Latin hymn 
based on seven Antiphons that long ago were used at 
evensong beginning on December 16. The tune is cheer- 
ful, though in the minor mode. The hymn takes the 
view-point of the Old Testament and looks forward to 
a Messiah who: has not yet come. Each stanza names 
a prophetic name of Christ and prays for the fulfillment 
of the work which that name signifies. He is Emmanuel, 
God with us, who shall end our slavery and exile. He is 
the Rod of authority and power who shall conquer our 
mighty enemies. He is the Day-Spring who shall give 
light for darkness. He is the Key who shall unlock 
heaven, open the way to life, and tightly shut the road 
to destruction. 7 

First Reader: (After each quotation announce the 
reference.) Psalm 2:7; Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23. 

Sing the first stanza. 

Second Reader: (Read first, then announce the ref- 
erence.) Isaiah 11:1-4. 

Sing the second stanza, 

Third Reader: (After each quotation announce the 
reference.) Isaiah 9:2; Luke 1:76-78. 

Sing the third stanza. 

Fourth Reader: (After each quotation announce the 
reference.) Isaiah 22:22; Revelation 3:7, 8. 

Sing the fourth stanza. 

When the singing is over, the leader may make 
further suitable comment of his own. It should, how- 
ever, be thoroughly prepared. It would be wise to pro- 
long the interest aroused by proposing such suggestions 
as these: Don’t you think it would be easy now to mem- 
orize this whole hymn around these four titles? Could 
you take another name or title of Jesus and write an 
appropriate stanza on it? Can you find in the Common 
Service Book another Advent hymn which takes the Old 
Testament view-point? There is one. 

‘The Historical Event 

Advent means “the coming.’ There are three com- 
ings of Christ with which our observance of Advent is 
concerned. The first is His coming in history when He 
became a man. The second is His future or “second” 
coming in glory to judge and to deliver. The third is 
His spiritual coming to us all and to each of us here 
and now. These three comings are all portrayed in the 
two first stanzas of Bishop John Horn’s grand sixteenth 


century hymn: 


Once He came in blessing, 
All our ills redressing, 
Came in likeness lowly, 
Son of God most holy; 
Bore the cross to save us, 
Hope and freedom gave us. 


Still He comes within us, 
Still His voice would win us 
From the sins that hurt us; 
Would to truth convert us 
From our foolish errors, 
Ere He comes in terrors. 
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The historical coming is treated in the Gospels for 
three of the four Sundays in Advent—the first, third, and 
fourth. The second coming is treated in the Gospel for 
the second Sunday in Advent, but still more in the 
Gospels for the last Sunday after Trinity. The hymn 
we have studied, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” is a 
hymn of the historical coming. So, in the main, are 
Olearius’ hymn, “Comfort, Comfort Ye, My People,” 
with its majestic sweep, and in lighter mold Charles 
Wesley’s “Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus.” 


Hymns of the Second Coming 

The second coming of Christ means two very op- 
posite things: To the rebellious, judgment and doom; to 
the believer, a joyful, deliverance, both of which are in 
the Gospel for the Second Sunday in Advent but with 
judgment dominant. It will be noted that after Hymn 
No. 16 the Common Service Book lists among hymns al- 
so suitable for Advent those dreadful hymns of judgment: 
The anonymous ‘Great God, What Do I See and Hear?” 
and the famous thirteenth century “Day of Wrath, That 
Day of Mourning.” This is in keeping with the practice 
in some quarters of anticipating Christ’s coming with 
reflections of despair and terror. 


It is significant that among people of Gospel faith 
the second coming is looked forward to with joy. All 
hymns of doom have been removed from the Advent 
season in our book and put where they belong, and what 
remains is the eager expectation of triumph and ful- 
fillment, The songs are glad and strong with hope, and 
the echo and re-echo the prayer of the New Testament 
Church, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” As examples 
of this take Launrent’s hymn, “Rejoice, All Ye Believers,” 
and John Brownlie’s, “The King Shall Come When Morn- 
ing Dawns,” and Bathurst’s “Jesus, Thy Church With 
Longing Eyes,” and especially the hymn that may be 
considered supreme in this class, Johann Rist’s ‘‘Arise, 
the Kingdom Is at Hand,” with its glorious melody by 
Cruger. 


The Present Advent 

The New Testament reflects the early Church’s 
belief that Jesus would return soon. Paul more than halt 
expected it in his lifetime, as the “we which are alive” 
in I Thessalonians 4:15 shows. This hope has been a 
great comfort and inspiration to Christians of all ages. 
It has sprung up afresh in many a time of trouble and 
uncertainty. 


But as the years go by and the end of our own life 
looms between us and the end of the world, prayer is 
likely to pass from the petition “Come, Lord Jesus” to 
the petition “Thy Kingdom Come.’ For most people 
the Advent first in mind is the coming of Christ to us 
here and now, with His challenge and His offers of 
grace and glory. Many of our Advent hymns reflect 
this attitude, 


This is true even of Nicolai’s great hymn, “Wake, 
Awake, For Night Is Flying,’ though it also has a 
strong feeling of the second coming. It is wholly true 
of such noble hymns as Paul Gerhardt’s ““O How Shall 
I Receive Thee?” and “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty 
Gates,” by George Weissel, either of which might be 
taken as a supreme type of its class. 
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Attention is called, however, to a hymn of the pres- 
ent Advent, less famous than the two last mentioned, 
but most worthy of study and use. It is John Mason 
Neale, the great translator’s hymn, “O Very God of 
Very God.” Based on another of those old Antiphons, 
its theology goes back to Nicaea, but it also glimpses 
the triumph of righteousness in human life, and it con- 
soles with the thought that though Christ may be long 
in coming to earth, we shall not be long in going to Him. 


KEY THOUGHTS 


Sixteen hymns in the Common Service Book 
are grouped under Advent. Ten others are sug- 
gested as supplementary. The first one is devel- 
oped from antiphons used in the Liturgy referring 
to various titles of our Lord and blessings brought 
by Him to His people. They seem to refer par- 
ticularly to Christ’s first Coming. The others all 
refer to His coming again to judgment and to His 
coming continually to our hearts. 

Note that in all of them is a constant note of 
joy. The Christian awaits His Lord’s Coming 
eagerly. Wake, awake, for night is flying! Lift 


up your heads; Comfort ye, comfort ye; Hark the 
glad sound; Rejoice all ye believers; and so on. 
What greater joy can be imagined than Christ’s 


Coming when He will purge out all that is evil 
and establish all that is good? Sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away. (Read Revelation 22:3-5 and 
21:1-7.) 

Such coming involves judgment. It will not be 
a happy day for those who are not lined up with 
Christ. The supplementary hymns bring that out 
clearly: Lo, He Comes; What Do I See and Hear; 
Day of Wrath! That Day of Mourning, see Ful- 
filled the Prophet's Warning; The World is Very 
Evil; The Times are Growing Late; and No. 3 in 
the CSB, Hark! a Thrilling Voice is Sounding: 
Christ is Nigh! It Seems to Say. It will be too 
bad for those who love and practice evil and whose 
lives and loves are bound up with the perishing 
things of this world on that day. The Church does 
oe to warn us in her hymns, (Read Matthew 


For Discussion 

1. What do we mean by Advent? 

2. What thoughts of Advent are shown in the Ad- 
vent hymns? 

3. What emotion predominates in Advent? 

4. Why is Advent a solemn time? 

5. Have one or more members of the League each 
present a study of an Advent hymn assigned to them 
in advance. 


Reference Helps 


The Common Service Book: By all means. No other reading can 
take the place of a careful study of the hymns themselves, and 
the Lessons for Advent. 

Julian: Dictionary of Hymnology. 

Any Available Book on the Church Year: The Advent Season. 


December 20, 1936 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 


FAVORITE CHRISTMAS CAROLS 
Luke 2:13, 14 
(By Rey. Grady Davis, Whitestown, Indiana) 


Suggested Program 
Sing: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
Announce the Topic 


ce io as for Later Service on Christmas (Common Service 
00 
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Scripture: Luke 1:46-55 

Offering ; og , 

Special Feature: This might well be the singing of the League’s 
first choice as a favorite Chrisrtmas song, the voting to be 
done by ballot after proper announcement during the month. 


Present the Topic 

Discuss the Topic el 

Sing: “It Came Upon The Midnight Clear” 

Prayer: Were earth a thousand times as fair, 
Beset with gold and jewels rare, 
She yet were far too poor to be 
A narrow cradle, Lord, for Thee. 


Ah, dearest Jesus, Holy Child, 

Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled, 
Within my heart, that it may be 

A quiet chamber kept for Thee.—Luther 


ASSIGNMENTS FOR MEMBERS 


Here We Come A-Caroling 

Christmas was a joyous festival long before it was 
Christmas. The Church took over the hilarious celebra- 
tion of the winter solstice in many lands and attached to 
it the observance of Jesus’ birth (it had something to 
do with the date of Christmas itself), but was never 
entirely successful in subduing the pagan celebration into 
an ideal Christian observance. The whole story is in- 
tensely fascinating. The boisterous joy with its pageantry, 
buffoonery, dancing, eating and drinking, and all sorts 
of roistering and indulgence lies in the background of 
the Christmas celebration in all countries. Our Christ- 
mas still is sometimes more pagan than Christian. 

The traditional carol reflects this background. It is 
a pure folk song, anonymous of course, sometimes in 
ballad style, always with the ballad feeling, and it makes 
a rather slight and incidental use of the facts of the 
Christmas story, if any at all, The wholly secular carol 
merges into the Christian carol by almost imperceptible 
degrees. For example, the traditional English carol, not 
sacred enough to get into our hymn books, which begins 
“Here we come a-caroling, Among the leaves so green,” 
is a revised version of: 


Here we come a-wassailing 
Among the leaves so green, 
Here we come a-singing 
So fair to be seen. 


Love and joy come to you, 

And to you your wassail too, 
And God bless you and send you 
A happy New Year. 


And the famous “The Holly and the Ivy, Now both are 
full well grown” is also a Christian adaptation of an old 
song which has nothing to do with Christmas or religion. 

A degree higher in the scale we come upon the 
loveliest of the true carols. It is impossible to name 
many of them here: “God rest you merry, gentlemen, 
Let nothing you dismay” (punctuated wrongly in the 
Parish School Hymnal), with its minor mode in a glad 
song which moderns seem to have lost the use of; “The 
first Noel the angel did say,” with its beautiful revolv- 
ing and returning melody: “Good Christian men, re- 
joice” (much finer in other translations and in Bach’s 
arrangements. The Parish School Hymnal is worth its 
cost simply for having brought us these three songs) ; 
“Of the Father’s love begotten” (First tune in the Com- 
mon Service Book, which exists in a thirteenth century 
MS. Stainer’s triplets should be quarter-notes. in a line 
without measures); “Behold a Branch is growing” (Still 
lovelier with its ancient suspensions and syncopations, 
but fine in the Common Service Book). 

Edmondstoune Duncan in “The Story of the Carol,” 
says that pieces written since the end of the sixteenth 
century are scarcely carols. They are like the new wine 
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in old bottles. 
songs. 


They are simply Christmas hymns or 
It is only by indulgence that we call modern 
Christmas songs carols. This does not mean that modern 


songs are inferior. They are simply in a different atmos- 
phere. 


Glory to the New-Born King 

When we consider the sweet, human story of 
Christ’s birth and the wealth of great ideas that cluster 
about it, it is no longer strange that our Christmas 
songs should be so fine or that we should love them 
better than any other. There are all the homely, tender, 
human qualities of the greatest story. Yet with them go 
the working out of the purposes of God Himself. A 
little child, object already of our tenderest affection and 
solicitude and hope, and the King of Heaven, object of 
our worship! And Mary and Joseph, and the contrast of 
political and social cruelty with the piety of simple, 
humble folk—and the shepherds, and the wise men, and 
the angels, and the starlit, quiet hills of the long ago, 
and a sleeping world suddenly pierced by God’s love 
and glory! 

We shall find all these things and more in our 
Christmas hymns. So great is the meaning of all these 
details, that it is pure joy just to mention them, and the 
finest Christmas sermon ever preached is not so fine as 
the simple telling of the story. 

There are Christmas hymns which content them- 
selves with simply telling that story. Such a hymn is 
Nahum Tate’s “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks 
by Night.’’ Another is “Christians, Awake, Salute the 
Happy Morn,” by John Byron. The fourth and fifth 
stanzas of this hymn carry the Christian story through 
Christ’s life and ours and on to heaven, Here also be- 
longs Gruber’s immortal “Silent Night,’ about which 
no words are needed. 

There is a song built on the people who welcomed 
Jesus, “Angels From the Realms of Glory.” He was 
welcomed by angels, shepherds, sages, and saints. The 
sages are the wise men. The saints are Simeon and 
Anna, and all the obscure righteous who prayed and 
looked for God’s visitation. 

There are songs which simply praise the eternal 
Christ now born as a man, such as “Come Hither, Ye 
Faithful” and “Of the Father’s Love Begotten.” 

There are fine hymns which praise God for the sal- 
vation now begun in Christ. It is hard to choose be- 
tween Charles Wesley’s “Hark, the Herald Angels 
Sing,” and Paul Gerhardt’s “Emmanuel, We Sing Thy 
Praise.” Take your choice. 

There are hymns concerned with our response to 
the coming Lord. See Gerhardt’s “All My Heart This 
Night Rejoices.” 

A fine, modern hymn, “Thou Didst Leave Thy 
Throne,” is built on the idea of making room in our 
hearts for Him for whom there was no room. Several of 
the older hymns also touch upon this idea, notably 
Luther’s own Christmas hymn, “Good News From 
Heaven the Angels Bring,” in its fourth and fifth 
stanzas. How beautifully he does it there, with the same 
warm personal love for Christ which always filled that 
great soul! 

Neither the words nor the music of “Once In Royal 
David’s City” should be treated condescendingly as a 
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children’s hymn. In particular, the pure lyric melody 
and the splendid part-writing of Gauntlett’s music is 
worthy of anybody’s best effort. This number has been 
successfully used as a concert-piece by good choirs. It 
is a fine Christmas “carol.” 


Good Will To Men 

In all this older Christmas symphony there is one 
note strangely silent. It is an important note, and a 
familiar one to us. It is the thing now most often 
written and talked about, when Christmas time comes 
round, by editors, columnists, and news commentators. 
It is the thought of what the coming of the Prince of 
Peace ought to mean to the world, not in the theological 
salvation of souls only, but in the political, industrial, 
and social conditions in which we live-the social im- 
plications of the Gospel, if you will. Many of the older 
hymns quote the words, “Peace on earth, good will to 
men,’ but they do not see a vision of Christianity as 
a force which can make much real difference in the gen- 
eral conditions of human beings here and now. 

Percy Dearmer, an Englishman, in his book, “Songs 
of Praise Discussed,’ points out that it was American 
hymn writers who first sounded this note with confi- 
dence. American Christians can justly feel pride and 
gratitude for this, Let us then learn and cherish the 
names of the two men who did it. The first was E. H. 
Sears, a Unitarian; the second was Phillips Brooks, an 
Episcopalian. In Sears’ ‘It Came Upon A Midnidght 
Clear,” we first hear it strong, sweet, and beautiful: 

And ye, beneath life’s crushing load, 
Whose forms are bending low, 

Who toil along the climbing way 
With painful steps and slow,— 
Look now, tor glad and golden hours 
Come swiitly on the wing; 

O rest beside the weary road, 

And hear the angels sing. 


For lo, the days are hastening on, etc. 


The other hymn is “O Little Town of Bethlehem.” 
Among all the older hymns in our books, this can be 
matched only once, and that is in Isaac Watts’ “Joy To 
the World.” It is plain, therefore, that Christianity has 
made some progress, even if it is “painfully slow.’ Who 
dares tell us we may not believe that the influence of the 


Gospel will continue to flow on ‘‘Far as the curse is 
found?” 


KEY THOUGHTS 


Carols are intended to be sung from memory 
by carolers who go about the community singing. 
Musical authorities say that originally they were 
accompanied’ by dancing. They grew out of trou- 
badour songs. They are less formal and dignified 
than hymns and lend themselves more readily 
to children’s and festive occasions outside the 
Church rather than in her services. Christian faith 
is full of joy. It makes the heart light. The full- 
ness of our joy overflows beyond our solemn sery- 
ices and fills our homes and streets with Christian 
songs. It is a pity that this is not true. It could 
be if our hearts were more in tune with God and 
not so conformed to the world. It is a good thing 
that at Christmas the carols ring through the 
streets and that Christian song fills the air. 
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Reference Helps 


Edmondstoune Duncan: The Story of the Carol. 

Percy Dearmer: Songs of Praise Discussed, pages 46-57. 
W. L. Hunton. Favorite Hymns, pages 15-33. 

Common Service Book: Nos. 17-34. 

Parish School Hymnal: Nos. 13-42. 

“The Christmas Carolers’ Book,” by Torstein O. Kvamme. 


December 27, 1936 
Sunday after Christmas 


THE NEW YEAR—TAKING STOCK 
Luke 13:6-9 


(By Rev. Paul M. Kinports, Executive Secretary, 
Luther League of America) 


Planning for the Meeting 


Perhaps it would be interesting for your group to hear a re- 
view at this meeting of what has been accomplished in your organiza- 
tion during the past year. Ask the various committees to summarize 
the work that has been carried on. Appoint one person to con- 
dense these reports so that the announcement will not be too lengthy. 
Your program for the League for the first three months of 1937 
should be announced at this meeting. 


Suggestions for Building the Worship Program 


Hymns: ‘‘Great God! We Sing”’ 
“For Thy Mercy and Thy Grace” 
“Our God, Our Help” 
“God of Our Fathers” 
Scripture Readings: Luke 13:6-9; 
Matthew 5:3-11. 


Psalm 90. Read responsively. 


Prayer: The leader should suggest that all confess to God in silence 
those things which especially trouble their hearts. Allow a 
few minutes for this impressive silence. Then he should slowly 
and reverently read the portion of the confession in the Morning 
Service which the congregation says with the minister (Common 
Service Book). 


Poems: Have four members of the League ready to read these»four 
poems— 


“A New Leaf,” by an anonymous author. 

Let there be a few moments for quiet thought and let any 
make comment on the poem who are moved to do so. It 
might be well to ask at least one person to be ready to give 
personal comment. 

“Another Year Is Dawning,” by Frances R. Havergal. 
Again the quiet and the comments. 

“Ring Out The Old,” by Alfred Tennyson. 
Quiet and comments. 

“The Year Ahead,” by H. N. Powers. 


Quiet and comments. 


(These four poems are in The World’s Famous Short Poems by 
J. G. Lawson, published by Harper & Bros.) 


Lord’s Prayer 


Micah 6:8; John 15:11-17; 


Discussion Thoughts 

1. Why Should We Take Stock of Our Personal Lives? 

The speaker should bring out the reasons why a 
business firm takes stock and should apply the same 
reasons to personality. It should also be shown that 
while the business man is only caring for worldly gain 
the individual] in taking stock of his personal life, is 
helping to prepare a soul for eternity. Follow this with 
some thoughts as to just what things an individual 
needs to check on sincerity, honor, industry, worthwhile- 
ness of life, attitude toward God and man. 


2. How Can We Follow Up Our Stock-Taking and 

Making It Yield Results? 

On this topic the speaker can bring out the idea of 
keeping a personality chart and checking one’sself by it 
every day. Set up a list of worthwhile objectives and 
then decide to live up to these in every way possible. It 
will be helpful to call on members of the League to 
make suggestions as to what these ideals should be. 
List these on the blackboard so that all will have a 
chance to disagree or approve. 


3. Taking Stock In Our League. 
Have one of the officers lead this discussion and 
have him open up the topic by stating that if a League 
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wants to get somewhere it must take stock in order to 
find out just what has been accomplished in the past, 
what has been neglected, and what lines of work need 
to be given close attention during the coming year. 
Then call upon the various secretaries and chairmen of 
committees to tell about the outstanding things done 
during the past year and to point out what they think 
should receive attention during the coming year. Have 
the secretary take notes so that the stock-taking may 
bear fruit in the next business meeting. 


4. Taking Stock of the World Conditions Today. 

Have someone who is competent to speak on some 
of the vital topics that face all thinking people today 
and make a resume of some of the great events of the 
past year and make application to the lives of the 
young people. Try to impress the fact of the seriousness 
of the times in which we live and that the solution is im 
the hands of youth. 


Questions For Discussion 
1. What failures have we made in the past year— 
as individuals, as a society, as a nation? 


2. What talents do we have with which to face 
the new year? What is the best use we can make of 
them? 


3. What do you plan to do that will make next year 
more worthwhile than this present year was? 


KEY THOUGHTS 


New Year is associated with merriment and 
resolutions. We ought to rejoice at the New Year. 
It is a new opportunity. It ought to be a holy joy 
which gives thanks to God for past mercies and 
steps out fearlessly and bravely into the unknown, 
sustained by confidence in God. 


Resolutions are all right if they are of the 
right sort. It is good to take account of stock and 
see where we stand, where we need to cut some 
things out and where we ought to put some good 
things into our lives. The Church calls on us to 
do that particularly in Advent and Lent. But New 
Year is good to do it, too. 


There is really only one resolution to make— 
to seek God’s will and to do it. “Lead me in Thy 
Truth and teach me for Thou art the God of my 
salvation, on Thee do I wait,” (Psalm 25:5) is 
the right New Year prayer and resolution. God’s 
will is different in detail for each one of us and 
we do not always see it very far in advance. It 
is not good to make “long-distance” resolutions, 
Just to follow the Spirit’s leading day by day is 
the right way to live. : 


Ce see 


“The greatest opportunity 

That God has ever given me 

Was not when that suggestion came 
To show an easy road to fame; 

Was not that day when fortune smiled 
And claimed me for a time, her child; 
Nor yet the chance that I might hold 
To turn some talent into gold: 

The greatest one of all, I say, 

Is now and always here—today. 


Today my opportunity 
Is just as great as I can see; 
It is my privilege to live, 
To learn, to earn, receive and give, 
To do the little task assigned 
And smile the while, nor leave behind 
Regrets or flaws in what I build, 
But do the work as God has willed, 
And see in the small part I play 
My opportunity—today.” 

—Selected 
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THE QUEENLY QUEST 


Today’s topic is in the nature of a review of one of 
the 1937 Reading Course Books. The title of the book 
is “The Queenly Quest,’ by Rosalee Mills Appleby. 


A Word About The Author 

Rosalee Mills Appleby was born in Oxford, Mississ- 
ippi. Her education was received in three southern 
institutions. For several years she was an educational 
missionary secretary in the State of Oklahoma. Upon 
marriage to the Rev. David Appleby, in 1924, she went 
with him to Brazil, which has since been her home. Her 
husband died in 1926, since which time she has been 
carrying on evangelistic work at Petropolis, Brazil. 


Naturally, Mrs. Appleby’s book is rich with the life 
and loveliness of her Brazilian surroundings. Her por- 
trayal of nature, of flower and animal life, and of human 
love is truly divinely reflected. Interwoven throughout 
her book are rare gems of poetry and Bible verses. 


Short Quotations From Some Chapters 

Chapter I. “Life is a Quest. It begins somewhere 
and goes somewhere. It is not aimless or accidental.” 
ec clirerstanismvitheGodeuss = “Long before 
a woman dreams her sweet, mother-dreams for the child, 
the heavenly Father has erected her throne’ * * * 
“Gracious girlhood should keep her eye ever on the 
mark as she presses forward in the queenly quest.” 


Chapter II. “O Girls! strike out all the visions of 
beauty and faith that your mother and others have held 
before you since childhood; take away your hope in a 
happy future life; forget your noble dreams and Chris- 
tian standards; erase all the intellectual attainments that 
mold your ideas and ideals; then try to imagine how 
dull and dreary life would be!” 


Chapter III. “The King’s daughter is all glorious 
within. Her beauty does not depend on a rouged face 
or gaudy clothing. Her presence is like a fragrant 
flower that charms and wins. There is no need of trink- 
ets to make her attractive; her soul is her truest en- 
dowment.” * * * Some girls say as an excuse for 
their weakness, “I have a right to do anything boys do.” 
They usually mean the worst boys. It is their duty to 
draw out the finest in manhood instead of descending to 
its lower levels. “The chief want in life is somebody 
who shall make us do the best we can,” said Emerson. 
“That somebody is girlhood.” 


Chapter IV. The title for this chapter is “Life At 
Lilac-Time.” In order that you might inhale a bit of 
sweetness of the author’s portrayal ability (and which 
savours the whole book), listen to opening paragraph of 
this chapter: “Brazil is called the botanists’ paradise. 
The rarest orchids grow out of tree trunks; the love- 
liest ferns hang from palm-trees; the whitest lilies come 
up from river beds; mosses and flowers cling to old 
walls; the woods are verdant with wild blooms; grace- 
ful vines climb over the tallest trees and clothe them 
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with indescribable beauty; the river banks are bright 
with color; even the rocks are covered over with dainty 
creepers. No house would be a home without a garden 
in front.” 


“Youth is the lilac-time of life. It is not strange that 
some girls refuse the Master this glorious hour of their 
strength and beauty. Their idea is to wait and give Him 
old age and its withered leaves.” At this point the 
author tells one of many of her beautiful stories. 


Chapter V. “A girl on her way to the great goal 
ahead must walk by faith and not by sight. Faith is to 
be her shield against temptations, her wings on which to 
rise.” 


Chapter VI. “God made the mystic mountains that 
tower above us. He painted the silver skies in a hundred 
hues of rainbow radiance. He touched the twilight and 
silenced it into sacred stillness. He colored the crimson 
rose and flung its fragrance upon the evening breezes. 
He spread the silent snow over the earth. But the most 
beautiful thing that God made is the heart of a girl 
opening unto unstained womanhood.;” 


Chapter VII. Herein the author tells the sweet 
story of Angelina, or “Little Angel,” a Brazilian girl 
who followed the queenly quest and blessed those 
around her. Whereupon the question is asked, “Does 
sin pay?” The author replies: “Nay, is it necessary to 
turn the pages of history to see if sin pays? Look about 
you at other girls who have ‘wrecked the divine image 
which was made for God and heaven.’ Ask those whom 
noble appeals no longer challenge, whom high ideals have 
ceased to inspire, whose hearts are unmoved by the 
heroic-giddy, flippant victims of sin, young, yet already 
tired of and disgusted with life, for whom the roses are 


‘already ashes.” 


Chapter VIII. “Our manners should be a manifes- 
tation of the material within. Sham and pretense cannot 
be veneered thick enough not to be seen through. The 
thoughtful courtesies, the helpful deed and unselfish way 
bespeak a life that considers and cares for others. The 
graces of mind and heart should be garbed in queenly 
attire.” 


Chapter IX. The title here is “Whither Have Ye 
Made a Road Today?” Its contents are a ringing chal- 
lenge to girls to “Clear the way for the Eternal through 
the waste, level a highroad for our God across the des- 
ert.” The ministry of love, claims the author, is peculi- 
arly a woman’s ministry. She writes: “Love is a ladder 
touching heaven, on which angels ascend and descend. 
It draws, it woos, it constrains, it reproves. Love 
reached up and brought God down, in human terms, in 
Jesus; it still reaches up and brings God down—through 
our lives.” 


Chapter X. Herein the author tells about the Ter- 
rys, missionaries to Brazil. After describing the hard- 
ships they endured she flings out this challenge: “You 
girls in the homeland, who live in luxury, go out into 
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the wilderness places of your world! Break down the 
barriers that keep lives in small places. Build happy 
homes where little children come to know the 
King invisible. Care for the helpless and homeless. Be 
a door through which the downtrodden of the earth shall 
pass in the years ahead.” 

Chapter XI. “The men and women who have 
moved the world are those who have looked unto God 
and caught the divine radiance into their lives.” The 
title for this chapter is, “Looking Toward the Light.” 
The author further writes, “The quest of life will be 
in vain unless it faces ever toward the Light of the 
World. The girl without Christ is without vision, or 
guiding star to lead her on to nobler heights. Do not 
leave the sky out of your landscape. Put an eastern 
window in your vision.” 

Chapter XII. Title is, ‘Array Thyself With Glory 
and Beauty.” “The big business of life is not to suc- 
ceed as the world counts success, but to live out in our 
lives the will of God; and whether the place is large or 
small, nobly to fill it.” 


shall 


Other Chapters 
There are seven other chapters in this charming 
book. Space will not permit further review. But we 
will list the titles of these seven chapters, namely: 


XIII Girlhood and Friendship 
XIV _ A Girl and Her Happiness 
XV _ I Heard Thy Voice in the Garden 
XVI They Shall Walk with Him in White 
XVII Bring Thy Soul out of Prison 
XVIII The Power of an Endless Life 
XIX Thy Kingdom is an Everlasting Kingdom 


I consider this the most challenging book for girls 
I’ve ever read. Every Intermediate girl should read it. 
Price is one dollar. Its worth to a girl is more priceless 
than rubies. 


December 13, 1936 


THE JOY OF GIVING 
Acts 20:33-35 


The Source of Joy 

This is the joy season of the year. We sing joy 
songs, do joy deeds and are generally joyous around 
Christmas time. There is a reason for this. Jesus, the 
Source of Joy, is that reason. 

At His Birth the angel promised joy to the world, 
namely: “Fear not, for, behold, I bring you good tidings 
of great joy, which shall be to all people,” Luke 2:10. 

Before Christ's coming the world knew nothing of 
real inner joy. Whatever happiness the world had lacked 
an inner reason and an outer goal. The advent of Christ 
changed the heart of men from self to Himself. 


Joy—What Is It? 

Joy is something more than mere laughter or the 
experience of a good time. Men laugh at almost any- 
thing—at death, at the failures of their fellows, at evil 
stories, at comic strips and at themselves. Children 
laugh at play. Sinners laugh in their revelries, ; 

Laughter may be caused by evil deeds, as well as 
by good ones, and engaged in by evil people as well as 
by good people. So, mere laughter is not joy. 
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Joy is the sign of inner contentment. It is the feel- 
ing one has when at peace with the world and with God. 
A joyous person knows no hate and desires no ill to 
come to any man. Nor will a joyous person cause even 
an enemy pain nor laugh over his defeat. 

Joy is had in the knowledge that Christ in His 
death made possible our salvation, and by His teachings 
and life made it possible for us to experience joy in 
forgiving and helping others as He forgave and helped 
others. 

How to Express This Joy in Giving 

A joyous person cannot bottle up his joy and keep 
it. It must be poured out upon others. Joy increases 
in proportion to the measure it is given out. 

A selfish person cannot possibly experience inner 
joy. So, first of all the heart must be emptied of all 
selfishness. 

Nor can a greedy person feel the power of joyous- 
ness. There can be no joy to give where there is greed 
to get. A joyous person is one who is able to say: “I 
have coveted no man’s silver, or gold, or apparel.” 

Giving ourselves to God is the first step in joy- 
giving to others. When we do this we put all that we 
are and have to God’s use. David Livingstone said: “It 
is not how much of my money I give to the Lord, but 
how much of the Lord’s money I keep for myself.” 
That is absolute dedication to God as owner of all that 
we possess. 

Christmas Is Coming 

With the coming of Christ comes also a lot of 
abuses that are foreign to the spirit of the season. Chief 
among these abuses is the over-emphasis put upon the 
exchange of gifts. Now we all like to give and receive 
gifts. That is human and a part of life. But too often 
this is what happens: 

1. Our gifts are displeasing to others. 

2. The gifts of others do not match our gifts to 
them in cost and quality, 

3. We spend too much in trying to please others. 

4. We deny ourselves necessary things to buy gifts 
to please others. 

5. Heaven’s Gift is crowded out of our hearts by 
this over-emphasis upon exchanging gifts. * 

6. So much time and energy are expended in the 
giving and receiving of gifts that we are tired out and 
spent out and as a result have little left to give to Jesus. 

7. The disappointments due to an unfavorable ex- 
change of gifts robs many people of the joy of giving 
and receiving. 

How To Give 

Give because you want to give, not because you ex- 
pect something in exchange. A common expression is 
this: “I owe so-and-so a dinner,” or “So-and-so owes me 
a dinner.” That is “an eye for an eye” way of giving 
and receiving. When you give forget about it, but when 
you receive be grateful and return in abundant measure. 

Give where it will count the most in helping another. 

Give where it will return to you the greatest amount 
of joy. 

Give to people who have no reason to expect some- 
thing from you. 

“Give until it hurts,” we hear. Better still is to 
give until it blesses—until it makes you feel good. Who- 
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ever felt a hurt in giving? On the other hand, whoever 
gives in the name of Christ, whether little or much, feels 
a wave of joy coming over him, 

A well-to-do man was asked to contribute some- 
thing to help a brother. He grumbled, “I wonder if 
these calls will: never stop.” “Do you want them to 
stop?” he was asked. “If they stop, you may become as 
Selushmaseoatan. 

The greatest of all joy comes when we give un- 
reservedly to the Lord. That is the gift He wants. 
Abraham gave his son Isaac; God matched that by 
giving His Son; now the only thing we can do is to 
give ourselves. 


December 20, 1936 
THE SUPREME GIFT 
John 3:16; IL Corinthians 9:15 


God’s Great Gift 

A king who wished to express his affection for a 
private soldier of his army gave him a richly-jeweled 
cup, his own cup. The soldier, stepping forth to receive 
the gift, exclaimed shamefacedly, “This is too great a 
gift for me to receive.” “It is not too great for me to 
give,” replied the king. In this same spirit God offers 
us His precious Son to free us from ourselves and fill 
our hearts with “peace on earth and good will to men” 
and to be our elder brother. Think then how much He 
must have cared for us to give His precious gift. 


Christ’s Love is an Individual Love 

All of us at times wonder how God’s love, which 
is so general as to include the whole world (For God so 
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son) 
is at the same time so single that it is meant for each 
and every individual in the world. Listen to how the 
great preacher, Moody, puts it: 

“The great trouble is that people take everything 
in general, and do not take it to themselves. Suppose 
a man should say to me: ‘Moody, there was a man in 
Europe who died last week and left five million dollars 
to a certain individual.’ ‘Well,’ I say, ‘I don’t doubt 
that; it’s rather a common thing to happen,’ and I 
don’t think anything more about it. But suppose he says: 
‘But, he left the money to you.’ Then I pay attention; 
I say: ‘To me?’ ‘Yes, he left it to you.’ I become sud- 
denly interested. I want to know all about it. So we 
are apt to think God, in his love gave the gift of Jesus 
to the world in general, but to nobody in particular. 
But when the truth comes to me that Jesus Christ is 
my personal gift from God, I begin to be interested. 

Bobby had read in his Bible lesson with Daddy 
just before the words, “If I had not come” (John 
15:18-21). When he awoke on Christmas there was no 
stocking or holly wreath. He went for a walk and 
found factories busy at work; he went to the orphanage 
and found only a vacant lot. Then he went to his 
Church and found a “For Sale” sign with “If I had not 
come” written at the bottom. Again he found these same 
words over a gate post of an empty lot, where he went 
to find a hospital. Sad at heart, he ran home and picked 
up his Bible, but all the last part of the book had blank 
pages. He awoke and lo! it was a dream. Do you won- 
der he slipped down on his knees and said: “Oh, Dear 
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Jesus, I am so glad that You did come. Help me to 
tell others about You.” 
What if Bobby’s dream were a fact? Would you 


want to live in a community without Churches? What 
is it that builds hospitals, orphanages, Churches, homes 
for the homeless and a hundred other institutions of 
mercy? Other nations have turned away from Jesus. 
Think of Russia, of Spain, of Mexico. In these countries 
failure to present Jesus as the Supreme Gift and Power 
has resulted in all kinds of shameful crimes against the 
Church. And, unfortunately, the Church is much to 
blame. Is there danger of Christian America turning 
away from the worship of her King? 
The True Messiah 

The people of Israel waited longingly for the com- 
ing of the Messiah. But when He came they would not 
accept Him, and even in our own day we find the large 
majority of Jews still looking for His coming. However, 
not all Jews have waited, for millions of them since 
Christ’s advent have accepted Him as their Lord and 
King. The following illustration tells its own story: 

A Jewish soldier had been attending services where 
he heard much of the character and teaching of Christ. 
He went to his Rabbi and said: “Rabbi, the Christians 
say that the Christ has already come.” “Yes,” agreed 
the rabbi. “Well,” asked the young soldier, “when our 
Christ comes, what will he have on Jesus Christ?” What 
the rabbi said we do not know. What could he say? 

A CAMP PASTOR 
God’s Giit Frees Us From Want 

In a day or two you will all receive gifts, some of 
which will be total surprises and others “sort of looked 
for.” But the gifts of gifts that will be most prized will 
be those you've been wanting for a long time. Either 
a loving parent, a devoted relative or a dear friend will 
be the giver. How happy such gifts will make you, 
because now your wants are filled and you can enjoy 
and use the gifts to your heart’s delight. In just the same 
way God’s gift of Jesus fills a want of the soul, and in 
possessing Him we rejoice and are glad. 


What is the Thing You Want Most? 

The prisoner wants pardon; the sick person wants 
health; the hungry want food; the over-worked want 
rest; the slave wants freedom; the child wants a doll— 
each and every one of us wants something. But what is 
the one thing you want most? When the mob had the 
choice between Jesus and Barabbas they chose Barabbas. 
What a selection they made that day! Today, tomorrow, 
on Christmas Day, and every day thereafter, as long as 
you live, the choice is yours—whether Jesus, God’s Gift, 
or Barabbas, the world’s gift. Which will you chooser 

God’s Gift Is Priceless 

As young people you have formally accepted Jesus, 
the Gift Supreme of God. But you haven't yet learned 
to know by actual soul hunger “what a Friend you have 
in Jesus.” Time and experience alone will put the full 
value on Jesus to your needs for pardon from sin and 
happiness in the joy of possessing Him. Hear how 
Dwight L. Moody speaks of God and His great love in 
giving us His Son: 

“Columbus,” says Moody, “discovered America, but 
what did he know about its great lakes, rivers, forests, 
and the Mississippi Valley? He died without knowing 
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much about what he had discovered. So many of us 
have discovered something of the love of God; but there 
are heights, depths and lengths of it we do not know. 
That love is a great ocean, and we require a plunge into 
it before we really know anything of it.” 


December 27, 1936 
RESOLUTIONS WORTH MAKING 
AND KEEPING 
Luke 15:18; Joshua 24:14, 15 
Our Two Best Resolutions 

They are our two fathers—our earthly father (our 
mother included) and our heavenly Father, 

The two Scripture lessons heading the topic give 
reason for selecting thus. But, not all fathers and 
mothers are dependable as helpers and sympathizers to 
the needs of their children. That is unfortunately true. 
However, the average Christian home is presided over 
by parents who are deeply concerned about the welfare 
and well-being of their children. What's more, children 
who are Christian are so because of an interested parent. 

As concerning our heavenly Father there is no 
question as to His concern for us. The apostle Peter 
writes in support of the Father’s love in this wise, “cast- 
ing your care on Him, for He careth for you.” 

Going back to our two lessons we learn how the 
Prodigal Son “resolved to return to his father,’ and 
how Joshua, in speaking to Israel resolved, “as for me 
and my house, we will serve the Lord.” It didn’t matter 
to Joshua how the rest of Israel resolved. As for him 
he was on the Lord’s side. 

In the case of the Prodigal Son his resolution was 
made to get himself out of trouble, whereas with Joshua 
it was a matter of keeping out of trouble. Which was 
the better of the two resolutions? Why? Why is a 
resolution to keep us out of trouble much more useful 
than one aimed at getting us out of trouble? 


Our Two Best Friends 

Our earthly parents and our heavenly Father are 
our two best friends. They are our best friends “before” 
and “after” we get into trouble. But “an ounce of pre- 
vention” is worth more than “a pound of cure.” Why 
wait until after we’re in trouble to use these two best 
friends? Common sense tells us to follow their advice 
to keep us out of trouble. 

The danger of tinkering with wrong-doing is that we 
may become “dead” to right-doing, hence forget all about 
the beauty and power of a good life. Not all wrong- 
doers, like the Prodigal Son, come back to their senses. 
Far better to say with Joshua, “as for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord,” than to run the chance 
of so weakening a good resolution that it no longer is 
trustworthy. 

So, youth’s two best resolutions are to be true to 
the faith of their parents, and to the truth of God. 
Armed with two such resolutions youth is on a sure 
road to conquer without bothering about a lot of mean- 
ingless ones. 


Overloading With Resolutions 
A lot of well-meaning people imagine that life’s pur- 


poses are. accomplished by signing your name to a pledge 
to do this thing, or not to do the other, 
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Extreme caution should be exercised before sign- 
ing any sort of resolution, good though it be. Years of 
Bible instruction and months of catechetical training 
precede the confirmation vow. Fortified with knowledge 
thus gained youth pledge their allegiance to Christ with 
a greater chance of remaining true to their pledge, than 
if that pledge were hastily made and without a firm 
Biblical background. Pledging to Jesus should not make 
necessary any further pledging to do the things that 
followers of Christ are naturally expected to do. 

The danger of pledging is in making a “fetish” of the 
thing you pledge yourself to. Also, too often, “pledgers” 
to a certain cause look upon “non-pledgers” with sus- 
picion and distrust. 

Another danger of pledging is in becoming the vic- 
tim, not the victor, of the thing you pledge against. Be- 
fore signing anything think carefully on what you are 
signing. Do not pledge just because others have pledged, 
nor to get rid of some pestering person. Breaking of 
pledges may result in the attitude of “well, what’s the 
use, now there’s nothing to stop me from breaking it 
again.” 

Pick-Up Thoughts 

1. Resolutions serve the purpose of getting things 
done. Keep a schedule of “the things that must be done 
right away” and of those that can wait until another 
day. Circumstances will cause you to vary that schedule, 
but in the long run, you'll get more done with it than 
you will without it. 


2. Don’t resolve to let “chance” get things done for 
you, nor depend on your “bluffing” through. Edison 
didn’t chance on his many inventions. One invention 
led to another, doubtless; but when he wanted to produce 
an electric light bulb he wasn’t working on a talking 
machine. 

3. Some people have a sliding scale system of 
resolutions, that is, they revise their resolutions to fit 
their personal whims. Don’t let feelings, but will-power, 
decide your motives and actions. 


4. What we need is not more resolutions, but 
more resolution. Discuss that. 


5. A person with good resolutions oftimes get bad 
support from others. How often was Jesus advised not 
to carry out His resolution to go to Jerusalem. But 
Christ had made His decision and nothing or nobody 
could swerve Him from it. The bravado spirit of 
people who say “watch me” very often gets them into 
trouble. 

6. How important it is that we seek the advice of 
others in framing our resolutions. On the other hand, 
should we be compelled against our wills to make a 
resolution? 


7. A good resolution to make is: to look kindly on 
the faults of others, and meanly upon your own, How 
will such a procedure help you to see the good in others 
and help to rid yourself of your own faults? 


8. Another good resolution is to let the old year 
teach you not to make the same mistakes during the 
new year. I 


The best resolution of all is that “This new year 
shall be a year of the Lord.” All of it God's, a year of 
service.—Lawson. 
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WHY WE SING HYMNS 


Colossians 5:16 
(By Miss Edith Menkel) 


Aim: To teach the reason for singing, particularly hymns, to sing 
with proper tempo and volume, and to give meaning to the 
hymns that we sing. 


Materials: The Bible, Parish School Hymnal. 


Suggested Procedure: 

The Call to Worship: Use Psalm 95 :1-7 

Hymn: “Angel Voices Ever Singing” (No. 171, Parish School 
_ Hymnal) 

Scripture Reading: Colossians 3:16 

Hymn: “Let All the World In Every Corner Sing’? (No. 244, 
Parish School Hymnal) 

Hymnal, or another Praise Hymn 

Prayer 

Topic: ‘Why We Sing Hymns’’—leading into the 

Hymn: “Around the Throne of God In Heaven” (No. 182, 
Parish School Hymnal) 

Offering 

Prayer : 

Hymn: ‘Saviour, Like A Shepherd Lead Us,” or any other 
hymn the Juniors like to sing 


The Topic 

How many of us sing? Of course, we all do, unless 
there is something wrong with our voices! 

Why do we sing? We may sing because everybody 
else sings. We sing because we're happy. Do we sing 
because we mean what we sing? 

Let us stop to think about all the songs and hymns 
that we sing. We sing in school, Sunday School and 
Church. We sing at home, at picnics and on the street, 
sometimes. Now, why do we sing at parties and picnics? 
Why do we sing in Sunday School and Church? 

I believe we sing at picnics and parties because we 
are having such a very good time that the pleasantest 
way to let it be known is just to sing away to the heart’s 
content. 

We sing at school for two reasons: One is that we 
may learn how to sing properly and to learn nice songs 
to sing. The other is to sing because we enjoy singing. 
That time comes when the teacher asks, “Now, what 
would you like to sing?” 

We sing in Sunday School and in Luther League 
and at Church. Why? I believe we sing here because 
we want to praise and pray to the Lord. We do not 
sing picnic and party songs here. We sing hymns of 
praise to God. Here it is that we come to know the 
Lord our God and our Lord Jesus Christ. When we 
really know how much God loves us, then our hearts 
are filled with joy, and we can just let them burst out 
with praise. Of course, we sing hymns and tunes that 
other people have written. If we each sang any words 
or any tune we pleased, no one would understand that 
we were happy in the Lord. Therefore, we sing the 
same hymn and everybody joins everybody else in 
happiness. 

There are times when we sing hymns that are not 
hymns of praise. When we sing about the dying Christ, 
our hymns are solemn and thoughtful. When we sing 
and ask a blessing (like in the hymn, “Saviour, Like A 
Shepherd Lead Us”) we are really singing a prayer. 
But after all, we are singing together about the things 
nearest to our hearts. We are telling out our feelings of 
joy, love, sympathy, thanksgiving, or we are asking for 
blessings from Heaven. 
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How sweet it is indeed that we can all agree in these 
things and sing to show what is in our hearts. 


The Apostle Paul says in the Scripture verse we 
read today that we must “teach and admonish one an- 
other (that is, we try to tell one another how we feel 
about the things closest in our hearts and in our lives) 
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs.” Paul also 
says that we must “sing grace to the Lord.” 

How old is singing? As old as joy and sympathy 
and prayer! Do you know there are many songs in the 
Bible? Here are a list of the songs: 


1. Moses’ song after the passage of the Red Sea. 
15 :1-18) 


(Exodus 


Moses’ Song of the Ark. (Numbers 10:35, 36) 

Moses’ Song before his death. (Deuteronomy 32:1-44) 

The Song of Miriam. (Exodus 15:20, 21) 

The Song of Deborah and Barak. (Judges 5) 

Hannah’s Song of Thanksgiving. (II Samuel 2:1-10) 
David's Lament over Saul and Jonathan. (II Samuel 1 :17-27) 


. David’s Song when he brought the Ark to Jerusalem. (I 
Chronicles 16:7-36) 


9. The Benediction of Zacharias. (Luke 1:68-79) 
10. Mary’s Magnificat. (Luke 1:46-55) 

11. The Christmas Song at Bethlehem. (Luke 2:13, 14) 
12. The Nunc Dimittis of Simeon. (Luke 2:29-32) 
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GREAT ADVENT HYMNS 


Luke 1:67-79 
(By Miss Edith Menkel) 


Aim: To arouse interest in the great Advent hymns; to teach the 
significance of Advent. 


Worship and Procedure: 

Invocation: Psalm 122:1 

Hymn: ‘Watchman, Tell Us Of The Night” (No. 12, Parish 
School Hymnal, or any other Advent hymn desired) 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 63 

Prayer: That Christ may come to every heart here assembled; 
that Christ may come to those who know Him not. 

Hymn: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel’ (No. 1 Parish School 
Hymnal) 

Offering 

Hymn: “Come, Thou 
School Hymnal) 

Topic: (Have Luke 1:68-79 ready to be read) 

Hymn: “Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne and Thy Kingly 
Crown (No. 15 Parish Schooi Hymnal) 

Benediction: The Nunc Dimittis—Luke 2 :22-32 


The Topic 

Have you ever expected anybody to call at your 
city whom you have never seen? You probably had 
heard about this person for months past, and everyone 
had said that he was going to do much good when he 
came. No one knew just when he would arrive, and 
everyone was anxiously looking forward to signs of his 
coming. Every train, every boat, every bus was closely 
watched. Day after day, the people would come home 
and say: “No sight of him today; but it is one more day 
nearer to his coming. So we'll have to watch more close- 
ly tomorrow.” I can imagine that everyone who knew 
about this person’s coming to town would say something 
like this: “Oh, I wish he would come,” or “My, won't 
I be glad when he comes!” or “I hope he'll visit with us,” 
“T wish I could just get a look at him.” The people 
would say lots of other things, too. After a time some- 
body would probably make up a song something like 
this: 


Long-Expected Jesus’? (No. 2 Parish 


“Oh, Mr. Green is coming to town, 
We wish he would come soon.” 


Page Thirty 


and so on. Soon everybody would be singing that song, 
because everybody would be feeling the same way about 
it, 

Long years ago, when the earth was very young, 
the Lord God Jehovah made a man and a woman. 
Everything was very lovely until one day the woman 
disobeyed the Lord God and the man did, too. Because 
they did not heed God’s commandment, they were driven 
out of the lovely garden the Lord God had given them. 
This was the beginning of sin among people. Since 
that day all have sinned. The Lord God does not like 
sin at all, and has said: “The soul that sinneth, it shall 
die.” This means that the soul that sins cannot enter 
into Heaven where God is. Since “all have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God,’ how then can any 
man enter Heaven? 


Away, away back in the Old Testament, the Lord 
God promised the Hebrew people a way back to Him. 
He promised them a Redeemer, One who should buy 
them back to God. A man, because he was a sinner, 
could not buy them back to God. So God loved man 
(you and me and all men) and promised us a Messiah, 
His Son, because His Son knew no sin. Neither was 
any unrighteousness in Him. He could pay the price for 
our sin. This was the price God paid to buy us back 
to Himself and Heaven. Only when we know and be- 
lieve that Christ died for us, we can lose our sins and 
the punishment for them. 


For many hundreds of years, the Hebrew people 
looked for the promised Messiah. Every Hebrew family 
hoped that the Messiah would be born to them. Par- 
ticularly all the families of the Kings and the priests 
looked for the Messiah to be born among them. 


There was an old priest, Zacharias by name, who 
had been very faithful to his duties in God’s house. 
One day he saw a vision. A son was promised to him 
whom God had said was to come just before His prom- 
ised Redeemer. This child that was to come to Zach- 
arias and his wife, was not the Redeemer, but he was to 
be a prophet who would prepare the hearts of the 
people to receive the Redeemer, Zacharias doubted the 
word of the Angel of God. So the angel told Zacharias 
that he would not be able to speak until the child was 
born. Sure enough, Zacharias could not speak until the 
baby, John, was born, The baby, John, came and Zach- 
arias then could speak. The first thing he did was to 
sing a song of praise to the Lord God, because he 
knew now that the Redeemer was soon to come. 


This is the song he sang: Luke 1:68-79. (Or this 
may be chanted to a simple chant as in the Common 
Service Book.) 


That is the first great Advent hymn. It hails the 


coming of the Messiah, the Christ. What does Advent 
mean? 


Let us open our Parish School Hymnal to the very 
first hymn. At the top of the page we read: The Church 
Year—Advent. And the very first hymn is, “O Come, 
O Come, Emmanuel.’ You see the first hymn pleads 
for Emmanuel to come. 


Look at Hymn No. 2. (Explain same) 


Let us look at all of the hymns up to No. 12. 
The Lord Christ came. 
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When He left the earth and ascended, He said: “I 
will come again.” Therefore, in some Advent hymns we 
sing, you will notice, that we are expecting Him to 
come again. That is why we can still sing the Advent 
hymns and mean them. 

The Lord Christ is still with us in spirit and He 
will come to us if we give Him our hearts and our minds. 

Now let us thoroughly sing the hymn: “Thou Didst 
Leave Thy Throne.” (No, 15, Parish School Hymnal) 
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FAVORITE CHRISTMAS CAROLS 
Luke 2:13, 14 
Aim: To interpret Christmas to, the Juniors through the best 
Christmas carols; to learn the meaning of some of the Christmas 
hymns; to prepare to share these with others. 


Suggested Procedure: Select from the material in the Junior 
Topics Booklet, No. 28, “Hymn Studies For Juniors,” Part 2, 
“Christmas Carols New and Old;’’ Part 10, “Silent Night, Holy 
Night; and Part 11, ‘““Away In a Manger;” and the material here 
given, and arrange a program best fitted to your group. 


The Topic 
“December Services of Worship For Junior Boys and Girls,” 25 
cents from Department of Religious Education, 740 Rush Street, 
Chicago, Ill., wilk give a wealth of worship material for this topic. 
Order these pictures, ‘“Announcement to the Shepherds,” “Sistine 
Madonna,” ‘‘Madonna of the Chair,’’ ‘“Madonna”’—Ferruzzi, ‘‘Wor- 
ship Of The Wise Men’”—Hofman. One ten cent size of each of the 
first four, and one two cent size of the last for each Junior, from the 

Perry Picture Company, Malden, Mass. 


I.—The Angel’s Song 

Aim: To visualize and interpret through picture and carol that 
part of the Christmas story which itells of the angels’ visit to the 
shepherds. 

Procedure: Write the program on the blackboard, writing out in 
full any unfamiliar parts, in order that the program. may move 
smoothly. 

The responses and worship verses might be memorized by the 
Juniors. 

Ushers should be selected and informed as to when offering 
is to be taken. 

Leader and pianist should go over the program together before 
the meeting and each should have a complete copy of same. 

There should be no announcements, explanations, or other dis- 
tracting elements during these programs. 

* * * 

Instrumental Prelude: ‘‘The Angel’s Serenade.” 

Leader: In preparation for the Christmas season we will think 
about some of our beautiful Christmas carols and study some of the 
pictures which will help explain their meaning to us. 

_ We_will worship our Heavenly Father as we sing these carols 
which He has put into the souls of great musicians to write for us. 
As we look at some of the beautiful Christmas pictures we shalt 
also worship and thank Him for the great artists who drew them. 
All have a message for us. 

Today we shall first think about a carol which tells us of the 
angels’ song to the shepherds on the first Christmas night. 

Call to Worship: 

Glory to God in the highest, 
; And on earth, peace, good-will to ‘men. 

_Worship: First part of ‘Christmas Carols Old and New,” 
Junior Topics Booklet. 

See alee by a Junior. 

icture: leader places before the group the picture, ‘“Announce- 
mente The pect ds ita 4 Paes 
horus: “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing’’—one verse. (Arrange 
for this beforehand) Divide into two eeoune shepherds and apwele 
and sing! in this manner: 
Shepherds: 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Angels, 
Glory to the new-born King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled ! 
Together : 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angelic host proclaim, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem! 
Shepherds: 
Hark, the herald angels sing 
Angels 
Glory to the new-born King. 


Picture Study: “Announcement to the Shepherds.” 
Pepi Boers under part 10, “Silent Night’) 
This picture gives us the story of the world’s firs i 
carol. We see the wondering shepherds, the bright ae uaee 
artist has drawn the scene in such a way that we can almost catch 
the message which the angels are telling, the message of “peace on 
earth,” for ‘fa Saviour is born.” (Through questions and discussion 


poe from the Juniors the story of the picture of the first Christmas 


(See Junior 
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Carol: pelt Came Upon The Midnight Clear.’ This carol tells 
the story of the angels’ song, just as our picture showed it to us. 
Wetmusmiisten awhile i: ween wenn et sD sings (or reads) the first 
verse for us. Who can tell us the picture they saw as they listened 
to the words? (Let Juniors tell what they see in the words of the 
first verse.) 

Lt is midnight. The angels bend down near to the earth and play 
softly on their harps. They sing, ‘Peace on earth, good-will to men.” 
The whole world is hushed in silence to hear the angels sing. 

Let us sing the first verse. 

_. (Use also paragraph in Topics Booklet on, ‘It Came Upon The 
Midnight Clear,” under ‘‘Christmas Carols Old and New.’ Have 
verse played very softly while Junior reads this.) 

_ Verse two tells us that the angels are still singing, if we listen 
quietly enough to catch the strain of their music. Above all the 
sounds and noise of the weary world still echoes the song of the 
angel chorus. 

Verse three tells us that the message of the angels was one of 
cheer and hope to all who are weary and tired and all who are 
burdened with troubles and cares. It bids them 

Rest beside the weary road 
And hear the angels sing. 


And the last verse tells of the days when the whole world shall 
welcome Jesus as their King and 
The whole world send back the song 
Which now the angels sing. 


This is an American carol, A great many of our Christmas carols 
come to us from other lands, but this is from the pen of Edmund 
H. Sears, a poet-preacher of Boston. It was first called ‘“Peace on 
ee This writer also composed “Calm On The Listening Ear of 

ight. 

The carol has a message for us today. It seems especially written 
for this day and hour when we need peace on all the earth and 
when trouble and unrest is found everywhere. Let us pray as we 
sing that peace shall cover all the earth. 

Let us sing the second, third) and last verses. 


Offering: Offering sentence—Leader. 


All that we have we hither bring 
To lay with joy at the feet of the King. 


As the offering is received, the pianist plays softly, “‘O 
Ye Faithful.” 


Offering Response: 
Come, let us adore Him, 
O Come, let us adore Him, 
O Come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord. 


Story: ‘‘The Shepherd Who Did 
“Christmas Legends and Stories.” 
Cali to Prayer: Refrain from ‘‘Angels From 
Glory.” The piano will tell us when it is time to pray. 
will say: 
Come and worship, 
Come and worship, 
Worship Christ, the new-born King. 


Prayer (by leader): Our Heavenly Father, we worship Thee 
and sing to Thee in these beautiful Christmas carols. We thank 
Thee that Thou didst put it into the souls of great musicians to 
give us the Christmas story in such a beautiful way. Help us each 
time we sing these songs to praise and thank Thee for Jesus and 
make Him mean more and more to us. May we show our love for 
Thee by living as Christian boys and girls should live. Amen. 

Prayer Response: Last verse of “It Came Upon The Midnight 
Clear,” in concert. 

Quiet Music. 


Come, All 


Not Go’’—Jay Stocking in 
the Realms of 
The piano 


* * * 
IIl—Wise Men Seek Jesus 


Instrumental Prelude: ‘‘The March of the Three Kings.” 
Leader: Now we shall hear of some other who also heard the 
Christmas message. 

Call to Worship: 

As with gladness men of old, 

Did the guiding star behold: 

As with joy they hailed its light 

Leading onward, beaming bright; 

So, most gracious God, may we 

Evermore be led to Thee. 


Scripture: Matthew 2:1-16 (read by a Junior). ’ 

yann Study: ‘We Three Kings of Orient Are.’’ The Bible 
story tells that when Jesus was born, Wise Men came from the 
East to visit Him. We know that there was a great desert between 
the place where they lived and where Jesus was born and so we 
are sure that they crossed the desert on the backs of camels. _ 

We have a Christmas carol which tells us about the visit of 
these Wise Men and the gifts which they brought to Jesus. 
Rote eirroncke acre rite crseeee will play it for us, and then you are to tell 
of what it makes you think. (Bring out the fact that it has a 
thythm which suggests the swaying movements of the camels and 
that it has an oriental strain in it because of the minor tones.) 

Now open you hymn book to the hymn. Let us read the first 
verse together and find all the things which it tells us about these 
three Wise Men who came to see Jesus. (Group reads together.) 
Now tell what you could find out about them. (Bring out the 
facts that these were kings, probably, of small kingdoms on the 
other side of the desert. They brought gifts. They crossed fertile 
fields, they passed water-falls and brooks, they went through barren 
waste lands, and through mountain passes—all the way guided by 
the light of a star which went before them.) : 

ow we will select three boys to tell the story of the gifts 

i these kings brought: ; 
Ks Criret King Yeats about his gift of gold. Bring out _the fact 
that Jesus was a King, born in Bethlehem, and because He was a 
King this Wise Man from the East brought gold to make Him. 


crown. 
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Second King reads about his gift of frankincense. Frankin- 
cense 1s very sweet and when it is burned a little spiral of smoke 
goes up from it. The people in the Old Testament used it in their 
service of worship. It helped them to think of the Heavenly 
Father. So, whenever they used it, it meant that the Heavenly 
Father was near them. Because Jesus was the Heavenly Father’s 
best gift and was His Son, this Wise Man brought the ‘gift which 
made him think of Jesus as the Heavenly Father’s Son. 

Third King reads about his gift of myrrh. Myrrh was used in 
the burial service in the East and this gift makes us think of Jesus 
as giving His life for those whom He loved. 2 

Bearing these strange gifts these three Wise Men came this 
great distance, guided by the light of a star. Let us sing the 
refrain together. Now, shall we sing the first verse and the refrain: 

Picture Study: ‘“‘The Worship Of The Wise Men.’’ (Have one 
for each Junior.) Our picture tells us the story of what happened 
when the Wise Men found the little Babe. 

These Wise Men, first of all, fell down and worshiped the Babe, 
because they knew it was the new-born King for whom they were 
seeking. Then they opened their treasures and gave Him gifts. 

& At this season, let us, too, worship Him and then give Him 
gilts. 

; Let us look at the picture. (Draw out facts—the end of the 
journey, the Mother and Babe, the worship, the gifts, the story of 
first seeing Herod and then returning another way.) 

Story: ‘The Other Wise Man’—Van Dyke re-told. (This can 
be bought at any book store, or you can borrow same from library.) 

Offering: Offering Sentence: 

As they offered gifts most rare 
At that manger rude and bare, 
So may we our treasure bring 
Christ to Thee, our Heavenly King. 
(Adapted from ‘‘As With Gladness Men Of Old’’) 

Prayer (by leader): Dear Heavenly Father, we bring our gifts 
as the Wise Men of long ago. Bless them and help other boys and 
girls through them to know and love Thee. Amen. 

Offering Response: 

O come let us adore Him, 
O come let us adore Him, 
O come let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord. 


Call to Prayer: 
Come and worship, 
Come and _ worship, 
Worship Christ, the new-born King. 


Prayer (by leader): Our Father, we thank Thee for this story 
of the visit of the Wise Men. May our giits to Thee be truly love 
gifts. May our study of the Christmas story make Jesus nearer to 
us and may we truly worship Him. Amen. 

Prayer Response: Third verse of “As With Gladness Men of 


Quiet Music. 
* a * 

IIlI—‘‘Joy To The World, The Lord Is Come”’ 
Instrumental Prelude: ‘“‘Hallelujah Chorus’’—Handel. 
Introduction: At Christmas we rejoice over the coming of the 

Lord. We shall learn through carol and picture again, the joy which 
the waiting world found on the first Christmas Day. 
Call to Worship: 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come; 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing. 


Scripture: “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of 
Him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace, that said unto 
Zion, “Thy God reigneth! Break forth into joy, sing together; ior 
Jehovah hath comforted His people.” 

Hymn Study: “Joy to the World.” This carol is arranged 
form the oratorio, “The Messiah,’ a joyful song throughout 

Tet .11s listen: while pecans mae states plays it for us. Is the 
music joyful? Does it fit in with the name of the carol? Read 
the first verse to yourself. Who has heard of the coming of Jesus 
The whole world. How does every person feel? Joyful. When 
you are joyful do you want to sing? 

Bey LORY AAO La MN EEA will sing the second verse for us. This 
tells more of the joy of the world. Second verse sung together. 
What does the writer tell us that is especially joyful in nature? 
The fields? Perhaps a waving field of grain makes you feel 
that it is joyful. A field of corn with the wind rustling through 
it seems joyful, too. Have you ever seen a stream when it seems 
joyful? The water splashes along merrily. The little white caps 
ride on the top of the waves. The sound of the water as it runs 
over the stones and eddys in and out sounds like a happy song. 

Did you ever go to a mountainous place where the cliffs of 
rock rose high on either side? And when you came to a certain 
place did you ever say “‘hello’’ and then stop and listen and hear a 
faint “hello” in the distance? What could happen if you would 
sing in a place like that? Yes, your song would came back as an 
echo. That is what the writer means when he tells about the 
rocks and hills being joyful. The plains dotted with beautiful 
trees and bright flowers also tell the song of joy. Because everyone 
is singing and all nature is joyful, it is like one great song 
around the earth, each one singing that Jesus has come. 

Now let us sing the third verse. How has this song which 
has gone round the world changed the nations? The people of all 
nations are going to try to live as Jesus would have them live, in 
truthfulness and love. 

Picture Study: ‘The Sistine Madonna.” No story of Christ- 
mas would be a story, or no study of the Christmas story would 
be a study unless it centered around what made the first Christ- 
mas—the Baby in the manger. So we will conclude our study 
of the Christmas story with a picture which tells us the reason 
for all the joy which we have at the Christmas season. 


Page Thirty-two 


Our picture is one of the Baby Jesus and His Mother—one of 
the moet deamous pictures in the world. It was painted by the 
great artist, Raphael, an Italian painter. Let us look at it for 
a moment and think of the Baby who came at Christmas. It was 
His coming which brought joy to the whole world. If Jesus 
had not come, there would never be any Christmas. 

God loved us so much that He sent this Babe—His only Son— 
to tell us how to live and how me might serve Him. When we 
learn to do His work and love Him truly, then we really keep 
Christmas. 

Offering: Offering Sentence: ; 

All that we have we hither bring, Bs 
To lay it with joy at the feet of the King. 
Offering Response: 


O come let us adore Him, 
O come let us adore Him, 
O come let us adore Him, 


Christ the Lord. 

Story: The one story to re-tell today is the story of the Christ 
Child. Let one of the Juniors ber eady to give this in his own 
words, Rin : 

Call to Prayer: (Piano) ‘Come and Worship’—Refrain from 
“Angels from the Realms of Glory.” ~ 

Prayer (by leader): For the beautiful songs of great musicians, 
for the song of joy which has gone throughout the earth, telling 
of the coming of Jesus, we thank Thee, our Father. Help us to 
tell the joyful story to others, by our lives and our readiness to 
serve others. Use each one of us to help spread the joyful message 
of Christmas. Help us to tell of Jesus wherever we can. Amen. 

Prayer Response: One verse of “Come Hither, Ye Faithful 
Triumphantly Sing.” 

Quiet Music. 

Service 

A natural outcome after studying these Christmas carols may be 
carol singing by the Junior League. On Christmas Eve the mem- 
bers may be able to go to the homes of shut-ins and other friends 
and sing. 

Or a group may go to a home for old folks, or an orphanage 
when a Christmas service may be given, made up of parts of 
tthis Topic which the Juniors have most enjoyed. This may be 
combined with the White Gifts” Celebration. Such an activity will 
definitely make these carols a vital part of the Juniors’ religious 
life and give Christmas a deeper meaning. 


December 27, 1936 
ALL ABOARD FOR EVERYWHERE 


(By Marguerite Schmidtman) 
In The Mountains 


Materials: (Order from Women’s Missionary Society, 723 
Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia, Pa.) 

Missionary Omnibus: A compilation of facts, stories, poems, 
games, for use in presenting the mission fields of our Church at 
home and afar. Price, 25 cents. 

All Aboard for Everywhere: Twelve Session Plans by Mar- 
guerite Schmidtman. Used with the ‘‘Missionary Omnibus” as a 
source book. Price, 15 cents. 


_ Pictures relating to our home mission fields. Small. Price, 
5 cents. 
Leaflet: “The Konnarock Training School’”—Free. A copy of 


this is in the picture packet. 

References: ‘‘All Aboard for Everywhere,’ pages 17 and 18. 
patie Chery Omnibus,” pages 9, 26, 37, 53. (Referred to below 
as 
Preparation: The teacher will wish to refresh her mind about 
the work of our Church in the Southern Mountains by reading the 
articles on pages 9 and 10, O. Selections from stories on 
pages 36, 37 and 53, M. O., may be assigned to Juniors, as well 
as the Bible reading. “Future and the Present,” might be drama- 
tized by several Juniors. Because Christmas is so near, the pro- 
gram might be given as though it were a Christmas meeting at the 
Konnarock School. The girls who have attended the summer camp 
might recall their experiences. 

_  Pre-Session Period: Work on chosen project may be con- 
tinued. The first verse of Psalm 121 may be learned by the early 
comers. 

Hymn: “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies.’ 

Story Period: The leader may tell or draw out from the group 
through questions something of the work in the mountains, stories 
may be told, or a dramatization presented by the Juniors. 

Psalm 121: Read by a Junior. All repeat first stanza. 

_ Prayer: By leader, or sentence prayers, thanking God for His 
loving care and for His gift to the world at Christmas time. Ask- 
ing God’s blessing on the children of the mountains. 

Hymn: A favorite Christmas carol. 

_ Activities: The children down in the Southern mountains have 
missionary meetings and programs just as we do. They may be 
playing some of the same games we will play. (Choose a game 
from those described on page 69, M. O. 

(Prepared under the direction of the Light Brigade 
Department, Women’s Missionary Society) 


LITTLE LEAGUERS’ PROGRAMS 
DECEMBER: THE CHILD AND CHRISTMAS 


In preparation for the December meetings look through your 
Picture File (every good leader has a Picture File—if a emiall 
one—saving carefully all the pictures she can find in lesson leaf- 
lets, Church papers, the current magazines, etc.) and select all the 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


If you have none available get what you 


Christmas pictures. x I ; c 
For pictures and prices write 


can of those suggested in the lessons. 
to our United Lutheran Publication House, 1228 Spruce Street, 
Philadelphia. ; 

Select the hymns you want the little ones to learn. A good 
way to teach new ones is to write out the hymn in large letters 
on large sheets of wrapping paper, one verse on a sheet, putting 
after or below as many of the words as possible a picture illustrat- 
ing same. Go over this. The pictures will help the little ones to 
learn the words, and a great deal can be accomplished in this way. 
A little two-and-a-half-year-old learned “Away In A Manger” in 
five minutes by this method. ‘ 

Select the stories you want to use also. Find some of those 
suggested in the programs. Use the public library or ask your 
public school teachers for some they have available. You should 
also be building a Story File, saving all the stories you think 
usable, for they are invaluable. 


December 6—THE SHEPHERDS 


Select all the shepherd pictures for this meeting. 

Review the story of the Good Shepherd to introduce the story. 

Tell the story of the shepherds on the first Christmas night. 

If you can find no simple hymn giving the shepherd story, talk 
about the town of Bethlehem, the hills, the shepherds watching 
there, and then have someone sing “O Little Town Of Bethlehem” 
for them. Tell them how much this hymn shows that people 
wanted the Little Lord Jesus very much. The little booklet, ““Every- 
land Children—The Little Lord Jesus’ will give very attractive 
stories to tell. 

“The Announcement To The Shepherds’ may be shown to 
these little ones, if it is explained carefully. A still better picture 
is “The Arrival of The Shepherds’’—La Rolle, showing the com- 
ing of the shepherds to the Christ Child. 


December 13—THE BABY JESUS 


Build up this week’s program around the Little Lord Jesus. 
No happier privilege and greater opportunity can be ours than 
telling these little ones of the Babe of Bethlehem. 

Use the picture, “The Madonna Of The Chair.’”’ Margaret 
Tarrant’s ‘‘Everybody’s> Brother,” is a lovely picture’ to use with 
these little ones, if it is possible for you to have it. 

“The Star of Bethlehem,” by Margaret Tarrant also, is another 
picture which you should use sometime during the Christmas 
season. 

Of course, you will want to sing “Away In A Manger.” The 
little ones enjoy listening also while someone sings ‘‘Silent Night, 
Holy Night.” 

Select stories telling of the Babe. ‘The Baby Jesus’ in “I 
Wonder,” by Alberta Munkres is a fine one for the smallest ones. 


December 20—THE WISE MEN 


Build up this week’s program around the Wise Men. 
Pictures of the Wise Men should be used. These are avail- 

Many can be found in magazines. 
; Tell the story of the Three Kings bringing gifts to the Baby 
Jesus. 

_ Sing the Christmas hymns the little ones know at the appro- 
priate time in the meeting. 

The, story “Presents For the Baby Jesus,’ from “I Wonder’” 

—Munkres, fits in splendidly with this program. 


December 27—CHRISTMAS EVERYWHERE 


Make this a missionary program. 

A large poster with one of the Christmas pictures in the 
center and around it, added one by one as stories of same are told, 
pictures of children of the different nations, with the Christmas. 
story again told and the hymns sung, will make an interesting 
meeting. 

_ An offering to help send Christmas to these boys and girls 
might be taken, or some project started the first of the month to 
help some special object should be completed at this time. 
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1937 Luther League Topics 
Between the Book Ends 


Intermediate Topics For December 
Junior Topics For December 
Little Leaguers’ Programs 


THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 


DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 


GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send For Literature and Particulars 
THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. 


Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


A standard college of the highest grade enrolled with 
the Association of American Universities. A strong, scholarly 
faculty. Outstanding courses in the Bible. Superior classical, 
scientific and philosophical courses. New equipment. New 
science building and library. The College with a representa- 
tive Lutheran chapel. 

An academic department of the highest grade admitting 
to all institutions. 


Send for catalogue and write for information to 
Harry A. Benfer - - - - - - = = Registrar 


John A. W. Haas, D.D., LL.D. - - - - _ President 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 


AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE ‘ 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 


A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 


High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 


For Catalogue write either 


Emily E. Swettman, — 
Registrar 


George F. Dunkelberger, Ph.D., 
Dean 


TO INSURE THE FUTURE 
OF THE SENIOR LEAGUE 


ORGANIZE 
JUNIOR 


9 to 12 Years 


INTERMEDIATE 


12 to 16 Years 


LUTHER LEAGUES 


For Complete Information, Write to 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 


’ MUHLENBERG BUILDING 
1228-1234 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Pa. 


er 


“eos a ae 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


“A Good College for Men and Women” 
Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 
In the heart of ‘“‘The Iodine Center of the Nation” 


Thorough courses leading to A.B. and B.S. degrees. 


Able faculty, adequate equipment, home-like atmosphere, 
well-balanced program of student activities, healthful climate. 


Very Moderate Expense 
JAMES C. KINARD, President 


For Catalogue, Write 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 
Oldest Lutheran College in America 
Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 
Located in the midst of the world 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


Roanoke College 


FOUNDED 1853 
SALEM, VIRGINIA 


A LUTHERAN COLLEGE FOR MEN 
FULLY ACCREDITED 


B.A. and B.S. Degrees Pre-Professional Courses 


Superior Standards Unusual Cosmopolitanism 


Mountainous Location In Historic Virginia 


Attractive Illustrated Booklet Sent Upon Request 


Have You Enrolled As a 
Contributing Member 
of the 
Sustaining Membership Fund 


for the year 1936 


Every Local Leaguer should hold a Contributing 
Membership by the payment of 


$1.00 per Year 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


Austin W. Howard, Chairman 


Send All Funds to 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
1228-1234 Spruce Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 


, Cheer Your League 


iby Friends Christmas Day 


Christmas Cards 


UR Parchment Folders, in ten conservative (three 
©) religious) designs, all with the Luther League Em- 
blem in full colors, proved very popular last year 
and were admired by thousands of Luther Leaguers 
everywhere. The folders are of the best quality, lithographed 
(ten designs) in five colors, long folded. The sentiment in 
nearly every folder is finely engraved. Envelopes are fancy 
tissue lined. The Luther League Emblem is printed in full 
colors, making a very attractive greeting for Christmas Day. 


Because our sales have passed all expectations, which 
permitted a lower manufacturing cost, we are offering 
the folders, guaranteed, at a very special price 


30 Cards, attractively boxed - - $1.00 Postpaid 
100 Cards, assorted, not boxed - - $3.00 Postpaid 


Unless Remittance accompanies order, shipment will be made C. O. D. 
with all postal charges added. 


Religious Cssortment—=Number Two 


We have available a different assortment of RELIGIOUS CARDS, with 
The Luther League Emblem in single color, properly placed. 


15 Cards, attractively boxed - - $1.00 Postpaid 


A special offer is given to Pastors and Churches who will 
use the Parchment Christmas Cards in quantities, without the 
Luther League Emblem. Write for complete information. 


i The Cae P Ress Everything in Luther League Supplies 


429-437 Herr Street Harrisburg, Pa. 
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